Cowl

The

Vol. LXXIV No.9

November 12, 2009

Providence College

thecowl.com

RESIDENTS ROBBED
by Valerie Ferdon '12
Asst. News Editor

Crime
An RA followed the trespassers
to the third floor. At first he could
not locate the trespassers, but he
then heard rattling coming from
one of the rooms. When he opened
the door, he saw two individuals
going through the desk. They then
ran out of the room and separated,
one going down the wing and the
other down the main staircase. The
trespasser with the laptop ran out
the front of the building, where an
RA managed to grab the computer
from his hands.
The student whose laptop was
seized during the suspects' second
entrance into Fennell had returned
to his room after attending the
McPhail's Halloween costume party.
He had locked his door upon leaving
that evening, but he left it unlocked
during the few minutes he left to use
the bathroom down the hall.
"I came into my room, changed
out of my costume, went to the
bathroom, and next thing I knew, an
RA came into the bathroom," said a
resident. "He said, 'Your laptop just
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On
Halloween
night,
one
Providence College student allowed
individuals he had befriended off
campus into Fennell Hall. This led to
a series of thefts from rooms on the
second and third floors. One resident
was robbed of his laptop, iPod, and
docking station, while another awoke
during the late-night hours to two
strangers standing in the comer of his
room attempting to seize his laptop.
Fennell
resident
Steven
Mendelsohn '11 was in the Resident
Assistant office around 2:30 a.m.
when the crime occurred.
"We noticed something was going
on when two suspicious-looking
people who we did not know left
the building discussing an iPod that
they had, kind of excitedly," said
Mendelsohn. "We thought it was
kind of weird, but we just brushed it
off and thought nothing of it. We got
concerned when the two individuals
came back into the building. At that
point, one of the RAs went up to
follow them, and a couple minutes
later we heard him call for security
over the radio," he said.

Dr. Nonnamaker Fulbright Scholar
by Ted DeNicola '11
News Staff

Special Feature

John Bishop Nonnamaker, Ph.D.,
executive director of the Office of
Career Services, was selected from a
pool of 70 United States applicants as
one of 24 national Fulbright Scholars.
The Fulbright program was founded
by U.S. Senator J. William Fulbright
in 1948 to provide grants for
international educational exchange,
specifically between Germany, Korea,
and Japan.
Nonnamaker applied to the Fulbright
Commission when he worked as associate
director for global education and career
development at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology [M1TJ.
"I applied to the Fulbright
organization in the United States and
they forwarded over 70 applications to
Berlin to review," said Nonnamaker.
"Twenty four Fulbright scholars were
selected from that pool. I attended
seminars in Germany that brought
together American administrators who
occupy positions related to international
education. These seminars helped us
to learn more about German higher
education and society."

Nonnamaker said that in order
to be awarded the Fulbright
Scholarship, applicants had to
submit a statement of purpose,
a report about the international
opportunities on the campus at
which they work or teach, a resume,
and three letters of recommendation.
Nonnamaker travelled to Germany
in order to learn how to better
help students through the career
development process.
"My statement of purpose was
to learn more about how I can help
students reflect on their international
experiences and articulate them to
future employers," said Nonnamaker.
"Here at Providence, one of our goals
is to increase the number of students
who study abroad."
Nonnamaker said that employers
strongly consider the global backgrounds
of potential job candidates when looking
for valuable assets to their companies.
"As the director of the Office of
Career Services, I want to work with the
Center for International Studies to help
students before they study abroad," said
Nonnamaker. "This would be in terms of
career development. After their return to
PC, I want to help them to unpack their
study abroad experience so that they
can reflect on what the experience will
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by Allison O'Connor '10
News Staff

Red Cup

COURTESY OF JOHN BISHOP NONNAMAKER. PH.D.

John Bishop Nonnamaker, Ph.D., director
of the Office of Career Services, travelled to
Germany as a Fulbright Scholar.

mean for their futures. I want them to
be able to relate their global educational
experience to career development in
tenns of how they will articulate their
cultural competency skills acquired
during their study abroad experiences."
Nonnamaker participated in
discussions about Bologna reform,
SCHOLAR / Page 4

Operation Red Cup has continued
to focus on actions students should take
in order to promote a better community
throughout the Elmhurst neighborhood.
Despite ongoing complaints about student
behavior, many landlords have not spoken
on the issue. Several landlords renting
to students attended a meeting held by
Councilman Solomon a few weeks ago,
but little has been heard from them since.
Richard Kless, director of Off-Campus
Living, stated that the College continues to
maintain a cordial relationship with many
of the local landlords.
"We have communicated with them
LANDLORD / Page6
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CampusGlances
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TOP and LEFT: The Breast Cancer
Buffet was held in Feinsteinn 400
on Sunday, Nov. 8, at 11:00 a.m.

RIGHT: Students participated in Home
Run Derby on the Intramural Softball
Field on Friday, Nov. 6, at 4:00 p.m.

BOTTOM: The Celtic Cafe took place
in McPhail’s on Wednesday, Nov. 11, at
5:30 p.m.

DAN NIETO *11/THE COWL

CampusCalendar

November 13-19

Fri 13

Sat 14

Sun 15

Mon 16

Tues 17

Wed 18

Thurs 19

4:00 p.m. Fridays
at Four, Student
Performance,
Ryan Concert
Hall

9:30 a.m.
Children's Dance
at PC, Smith
Center for the
Arts

2:00 p.m.
Women's Chorus
and Orchestra,
Ryan Concert
Hall

5:00 p.m. Liberal
Arts Alumni
Career Panel,
Moore Hall II

3:00 p.m. Spring
Internship
Workshop, Slavin
Center, 112

8:30 p.m. Rejects
on the Rise Show,
Moore Hall III

11:30 a.m.
Farmers' Market,
Slavin Ground
Level

5:00 p.m.
"Migration
and Human
Trafficking"
Lecture, Campus
Ministry Center

7:00 p.m. PC
Men's Ice Hockey
vs. Brown,
Schneider Arena

7:30 p.m. PC
Basketball vs.
Bryant, Dunkin'
Donuts Center

6:30 p.m. Men's
Basketball
vs. Bucknell,
Dunkin' Donuts
Center
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Letter Policy

Accuracy Watch

The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries
and letters to the editor from members of the
Providence College community and outside
contributors.
All submissions must include the
writer's name, signature, a phone number,
and an e-mail address where he or she can
be reached. Letters should be no more than
250 words in length and will be printed as
space permits. Guest commentaries should
be limited to 700 words in length, and only
one will be published per week. The Cowl
reserves the right to edit articles for space
and clarity. Submissions must be delivered,
mailed, or faxed to The Cowl office no
later than 5:00 p.m. on the Monday before
publication.
Mail submissions to The Cowl, 1
Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I.
02918; fax to 401-865-1202; submit online
at www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@
providence.edu; or hand deliver to The
Cowl office in Slavin G05.

The Cowl is committed to accuracy and
carefully checks every article that goes into
print to ensure that the facts are presented
clearly and truthfully. If you find an error in
any article, please e-mail the Editor-in-Chief
at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will
be printed as necessary.

Advertising
Contact The Cowl with advertising requests
and questions at cowlads@providence.edu
or, if necessary, via telephone at 401-8652214. Visit www.thecowl.info for rates,
publication dates, and other information
about advertising with The Cowl.

Subscriptions
Subscription rate for a weekly issue by mail
is $30 per year. Send payment to The Cowl,
1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I.
02918; make checks payable to The Cowl.
Student subscription is included in tuition
fee; issues are available around campus on
Thursday nights.
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Congress Institutes Ethics Committee
USA Today to be Available on Campus; Hybrid Model for Clubs and Orgs
by Meghan Conway '12
News Staff
Student Congress
Student Congress met on Tuesday
for its 10th meeting of the year.
Multiple issues were discussed and
three items of legislation were passed.
The discussion began with a follow
up from the previous meeting, regarding
the future establishment of the USA

for clubs and organizations to follow
when getting approved.
The system currently in place has
minimal requirements for students
to meet.
"We feel that this method is
kind of inadequate because the
only criteria for clubs to fill out is
a brief mission statement and who
will serve on the executive board,"
said Murphy. "Sometimes clubs
come with great detail about what

I THINK THIS IS AN EXCELLENT MOVE IN MAKING
OUR STUDENT BODY MORE OPEN
Today Collegiate Readership Program
on the Providence College campus.
The program offers distribution of two
newspapers to the College, USA Today
and one that PC chooses to receive.
'We'll be meeting with Chris
Fortunato, associate vice president for
Student Affairs and dean of students,
voicing any concerns that people have
about the program," said Patricia
Carroll, president of the Class of 2011.
"We are also working with USA Today
in developing a survey to go around
campus for the additional newspaper
we will get."
The next issue on the agenda was
the legislation concerning the process
in which new clubs and organizations
are approved at the College.
Chair of Clubs and Organizations
Meaghan Murphy '11 presented a
PowerPoint proposing a new system

they're doing, and others only
come with a mission statement and
we have to pass it because it fills
the credentials."
Clubs and Organizations addressed
the issue with Fortunato and came up
with a solution.
"We, Clubs and Organizations are
proposing a hybrid model system," said
Murphy. This means that the proposed
club will be viewed first by Clubs and
Orgs, then by Chris Fortunato, for
him to review the mission statement
and to make sure it coincides with the
College's mission statement. If he finds
anything wrong with it, the group can
amend it. From here, the proposal goes
to Student Congress for their approval.
When approved, the proposal is
reviewed one more time by Fortunato
and if it is denied, just like any other
piece of proposed legislation on

ATTENTION LADIES
THE OLYMPICS ARE GOING BRAZILIAN IN 2016!!!

campus, it is used as recommendation
for administration."
Student Congress voted to approve
the hybrid model proposed by Clubs
and Organizations.
The next topic of discussion
regarded the Office of Student
Conduct's use of monetary fines as
possible sanctions during the judicial
process at the College.
Student Congress went back
and forth on the issue before
ultimately proposing to eliminate
the use of monetary fines in the
judicial process.
"A lot of the punishments at the
College don't really have any impact
on students, but monetary fines can
hit you where it hurts," said Nick
Mikula 'll, executive treasurer. "They
aren't fining kids left arid right, they

A LOT OF PUNISHMENTS AT THE COLLEGE DON’T
REALLY HAVE ANY IMPACT ON STUDENTS
are fining kids that really need to be
taught a lesson."
It was made clear in the
discussion that the negatives of
a monetary fine as a sanction
outweighed the positives.
"The distinguishing factor between
this sanction and all the other sanctions,
is that it not only has an effect on
the person, but on their family," said
Michael Maggio '12.
The next piece of legislation
proposed was the adding of
'Sexual Orientation' to the Student

888 Smith Street • Providence • 401.331.4888
www.salon888ri.com

"We decided that as executive
secretary, I will appoint three
active members from each class
and then the active and passive
Congress members will vote on
these nominees. The reason active
and passive members vote on this
is because the ethics committee
is regarding all internal congress
issues, so it effects everybody."
Congress passed the piece of
legislation to establish a committee
of ethics using three active members
appointed by the executive secretary.

Your vocation to
heal starts here.

Institute
for the
Salon 888 is a full-service salon.
We cater to your entire salon needs,
including teeth whitening for$ 149.00!

Handbook, as part of the Notice of
N on-Discrimination.
"I think this is an excellent
move in making our student body
more open," said Sean Jones TO.
"Passing this would be a great way
to extend a hand of acceptance
and recognition to those who
have felt more compartmentalized
at this school because of their
sexual orientation."
This section of legislation was also
approved by Congress.
The final matter discussed was the
implementation of a standing committee
of ethics within Student Congress.
"In our constitution we have a
committee of ethics; however, for the
past several years we haven't had a
standing committee of ethics," said
Elian Seidel TO, Executive Secretary.

Psychological
Sciences

A Catholic Graduate School of Psychology

703.416.1441
www.IPSciences.edu
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SCHOLAR: Offers Career Service Advice to German Universities
Continued from front page

which is an effort to create greater
flexibility in German higher education
and in turn encourage international
educational exchanges.
"In Germany, the college degree
system is related to our American
system except that the degrees are
three years instead of four and
thus have diminished the ability
of their students to study abroad,"
said Nonnamaker. "Though it's
unintentional, it would be almost like
not having any free electives.
"Some schools wanted advice
from us while others simply wanted
to present the services provided by
their institutions. But in both cases
the goal was still to exchange ideas
and information. I was actually
surprised by the fact that career
services in Germany are a fairly new
phenomenon. I thought it would be as
well-established there as it is here but
it is only about 10 years old. It started
here in the States as early as the 1920s
and 1930s."
Nonnamaker shared some of
his experiences in career services
while abroad.
"At the University of Siegen I gave
a presentation on career services as
they apply in the United States," said
Nonnamaker. "I would like to take that
further and host German administrators
at our campus to help them learn from
our Office of Career Services so that
they will better be able to provide that
service to students back home."
Nonnamaker was in Germany for
the last two weeks of October.
"We were there the week after
the general elections when a new
government coalition was being
formed and two weeks after the

COURTESY OF JOHN BISHOP NONNAMAKER, PH.D.

John Bishop Nonnamaker, Ph.D., director of the Office of Career Services, with fellow Fulbright Scholars in Germany. Nonnamaker traveled to Europe
in late October, where he visited several cities and gave a presentation on career services in the United States.

Follow the Wall, which celebrates the
beginning of the anniversary of the
falling of the Berlin Wall on November
9," said Nonnamaker. "All of the Berlin
landmarks were lit up. It was really an
interesting time to be there."
The group traveled from Berlin to
Leipzig, from Leipzig to Hagen, from
Hagen to Siegen, and then to Koblenz
and Frankfurt.
"It was interesting to be in what was
formerly divided into West and East
Germany," said Nonnamaker.
During their travels, the Fulbright
Scholars were divided into three
groups. One was a group of career

center administrators, and the other
two were composed of international
office
groups.
The
Fulbright
Commission covered the costs of
transportation, lodging, and most of
the meals. Participants had minimal
expenses for the entire two weeks.
"They gave us one of the
Saturdays to go out and explore,"
said Nonnamaker. "There was a
small block of1 time when we were
encouraged to tour the city, visit
museums, and to learn about German
history. [These] played an integral
role in the overall goal of exchanging
information culturally speaking."

"I really enjoyed the flea market I
visited. It had some really interesting
history," said Nonnamaker.
He was also able to reconnect with
people on the trip.
"I knew two other scholars who were
on the trip," said Nonnamaker. "One of
them was the director of career services
at the University of Villanova, who I met
during my time at MIT as both of us belong
to the Big East Career Consortium."
Nonnamaker thought the trip was
beneficial.
"Overall it was a great opportunity to
connect with American administrators and
German colleagues," said Nonnamaker.

THE ONLY THING GROWING FASTER THAN OUR
GRADUATE PROGRAMS IS OUR REPUTATION.
Biomedical Sciences
Cardiovascular Perfusion
Computer Information Systems
Education - Elementary
Education - Secondary
Educational Leadership
Interactive Communications
Journalism
Law
MBA-CFA® Track (Chartered Financial Analyst)
MBA/HCM (Health Care Management)
MBA/SCM (Supply Chain Management)
MBA/JD (Joint degree in business and law)
Molecular & Cell Biology
Nurse Practitioner
Pathologists’ Assistant
Physician Assistant
Public Relations
Radiologist Assistant

Graduate Online Programs
Interactive Communications
MBA
Occupational Therapy (post-professional)
Organizational Leadership

Learn more: www.quinnipiac.edu/gradstudies

Graduate Programs: graduate@quinnipiac.edu
Graduate Online Programs: quonlineadmissions@quinnipiac.edu
Law School: ladm@quinnipiac.edu

Quinnipiac University
1-800-462-1944 | Hamden, Connecticut
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SENIORS
YOU have the opportunity to support the future of the College while becoming a part of PCs history.
The 2010 Senior Giving Committee is now accepting donations from our class.

Help us get

100% participation
from our class by visiting
www.providence.edu/alumni and select Giving to PC.
•
•

•
•
•
•

$100 will get you a brick engraved with your name on it on Alumni Lane!
Your $ioo donation will provide you membership in the Young Alumni St.
Dominic Society, an exclusive society that offers a number of benefits and
networking opportunities.
Make your gift by spring break to ensure your engraved brick is in the ground
before Commencement.
Can’t pay all at once? Divide your donation into monthly installments online.
You decide where your money will go, to help improve PC the way you want!
Check out our group on Facebook, Always a 10: Then and Now, to receive
updates on participation goals and incentives.

The first loo seniors to donate $ioo
will receive a 2010 T-Shirt!
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Seniors Challenged to Raise $30,000
by Kaitlyn Monast '13
News Staff
Giving

The Class of 2010 will be the last to
remember Providence College before
Concannon Fitness Center and the
protests after the ban of The Vagina
Monologues.
Many of those seniors would not
have been here to witness such changes
at all if it were not for the financial aid
they received.
As the Class of 2010 finishes its last
year and its members prepare to become
alumni, the Senior Giving Committee
is trying to get seniors to give back to
Providence College.
"We are trying to get the class to look
back on their four years here, to think
back on the best four years of their
life, and understand why we want to
give back to the school who gave us so
much," said Kristen Beaulieu '10, Senior
Giving chair.
Senior Giving is a committee of
seniors who volunteer their time to
help inspire their class to give back to
Providence College. The committee

KRISTEN WHALEN ’ll / THE COWL

Seniors who donate $100 as part of Senior Giv
ing will get a brick in Alumni Lane.

a theme to help show the meaning
behind senior giving. The theme they
have developed is "Always a '10."
"It focuses on the four years past,"
said Verzino. "They have seen a lot of
changes the—Slavin Center, the new
gym, and academic changes. Their
theme recognizes so many alumni who
have spent time on campus giving back
to them that they want to give back too
and leave their own legacy. Through all
the changes they were always a '10 and
they always will be."

THIS IS NOT ABOUT ASKING FOR MONEY -WE WANT
PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IT IS ALL ABOUT. ; T
raises money to donate towards its
choice of fundraisers. Senior Giving this
year is steering away from a physical
class gift and has decided to donate all
money raised to the PC Fund and the
Angel Fund.
"The PC Fund is an annual fund that
supports the College's greatest needs
academically, financial aid, and facility
improvement," said Mike Verzino,
development associate of the Office
of Institutional Advancement. "The
PC Fund's goal this year, with all the
fundraising, is $2.9 million."
The Angel Fund, created last year,
provides "immediate financial aid" for
students who are in desperate need.
The committee has come up with

Forty-five percent of the Class of
2009 gave back to PC as seniors, raising
$25,000. Last year's Senior Giving
fundraising efforts were the most
successful in PC's history. This year's
Senior Giving committee hopes to break
the record.
An initiative to help drive
senior giving is an anonymous
donor's challenge.
"We have a $10,000 challenge,"
Senior Giving Chair Jack Wallace said.
"If we reach a certain dollar amount
and percentage of participation, an
anonymous alumni will donate $10,000.
He did the same last year."
This year's challenge is to raise
$30,000 and have 50 percent of the Class

of 2010 participate in Senior Giving. If
the class meets this challenge it will also
be given their class year on a shield on
the fence that surrounds the College.
The committee has even higher hopes
for the Class of 2010.
"Our goal is for every senior to give
$20.10 for 2010," Wallace said. "It is very
reasonable and hopefully people are going
to be nostalgic enough to know $20 is a
Golden Crust pizza."
If $20.10 is too much to give, the
committee encourages all seniors to at least
donate something in hopes of achieving a
100 percent participation level.
The seniors have begun to come
up with initiatives in hopes of getting
more seniors to donate. If a senior
donates $100, he gets his name
engraved in a brick on Alumni Lane
outside of the library. The committee
hopes to establish a February
deadline for the fundraising project.
If a senior donates $100 by the
February deadline he or she will have
the brick with his or her name on it in
by Commencement.
The committee is planning on giving
t-shirts to the first 100 students who
donate $100.00.
To help spread the word, the Senior
Giving Committee has begun to create
senior videos which will be unveiled at
the 210 nights on Nov. 20. The videos
will be used throughout the year to
remind seniors of how far they have
come at PC. The committee will also
be working with Student Congress
and McPhail's to further market Senior
Giving projects.
The procedure for making a
donation is detailed at givetopc.org.
There will be a Web site added to give
more information on the Class of 2010.
For those who want to make payment
plans, this option is available.
"This is not about asking for
money—we want people to understand
what it is all about," Beaulieu said. "We
really want people to see all the College
has given us and realize we too should
give back."

Landlord: "Drinking is Much Less of a Problem"
Continued from front page
[on the Operation Red Cup Initiative] but
it wasn't really necessary, as they all read
the paper and many attended the several
community meetings held throughout
the neighborhoods. Several prominent
ones [landlords who rent to PC
students] contacted us directly and
were on board with what was going
on," said Kless.
There have been mixed responses
among the local landlords. Several
off-campus students said that despite
the latest publicity, their landlords
have not brought up the topic of
party policies.
"No, he hasn't, but we haven't had
any parties here," said Kevin Higgins TO
when asked of his landlord John Ferraro.
"Not really, so I don't know if they care
too much," said Brendan Rafferty TO of
his landlord John Weinstein.
"Nope, not at all," said Doug
Roberge TO of his.
"No, he's never said anything," said
Rachel Gregorek TO of hers.
On the other hand, some landlords
have been prolific in addressing the
needs and concerns of the community.
In particular, Mark Sweeney and Bob
McCann of the local 02908 Housing
Club took an immediate initiative to
address their many student tenants.
"Our landlord emailed us The
Providence Journal article [addressing
Operation Red Cup] when it came
out, and asked us to keep our property
clean and to be respectful of our
neighbors," said Ellen Dupuis TO.
This e-mail was sent out to all

02908 Club tenants in response to the
concerns of local Elmhurst residents,
the Providence College administration,
and the Providence Police.
"The
concern
is
primarily
regarding the overabundance of
waste and trash that is continually
littering the streets and yards

On the whole, the student body has
responded well to the programs and
encouragements of the College."
Kizlinksi has been involved in the
Elmhurst neighborhood, and works to
conduct good relationships between his
student tenants and their neighbors.
"The permanent residents who live

PROVIDENCE COLLEGE STUDENTS HAVE BEEN LIVING IN MY
HOUSES WITH IRISH NAMES FOR ALMOST io YEARS NOW
throughout
the
neighborhoods,
especially after the weekends," said
Sweeney. "Of course, the noise factor
is another issue, but the sight of
trash, cups, and cans everywhere is
compounding their frustration—and
believe me, they are not turning a
blind eye or dismissing this as 'just
college kids having their fun.'"
Sweeney also emphasized the need for
his tenants to clean up their trash and to
do their part to keep the area clean.
"Being a responsible and respectful
neighbor is expected when residing
in one of our houses," said Sweeney.
"Please do your best to keep the areas
in and around your respective houses
clean and tidy."
Stan Kizlinski of Erin Student Living
has been renting his houses out to PC
students for many years and has been
proactive in response to ORC.
"Providence College students have been
living in my houses with the Irish names
for almost 10 years now," said Kizlinski.
"The PC-related drinking is much less of
a problem in my neighborhood now than
when I first began serving the community.

near my students very much understand
that when it comes to safety and respectful
behavior, they and my residents are on the
same page," he said. "It was good to see
PC students at the most recent Elmhurst
neighborhood meeting. They conducted
themselves extremely well."
Kizlinski has also made a point to
specifically address party policies
with his tenants.
"There are limitations placed only
around the number of occupants in their
house when alcohol is being consumed.
My residents generally respond well,
since this fosters safe living. I respect
my residents as responsible adults, and
they usually reward that trust," he said.
Some students, however, feel
as though it is not the landlord's
responsibility, and that it is up to the
students to make a difference.
"I think the most important thing is
that the students and residents in the
area meet each other, talk, and make
each other's desires understood. If there
is an issue, the residents should come to
the students and vice versa," said Ben
Cabana TO.
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FENNELL:

Student Awakes to
Thieves in Room
Continued from front page
got stolen, but we got it back for you.'
"Immediately, I panicked. I finished
up in the bathroom and when I came
out the security guards were pacing
the halls with the RAs. I came into
my room and saw that my desk was
a little disheveled, but the laptop was
there. All the cords were unplugged,
naturally," he said.
One of the Fennell RAs had contacted
the Office of Safety and Security. Upon
their arrival, only one of the reported
trespassers was located and detained.
According to Mendelsohn, the individual
seized by officials was not the male who
had attempted to steal the laptop from
the third floor room, but instead the one
who had fled down the side stairwell.
"When they called us, we sent
officers down to lower campus. One of
our officers spotted a suspect that fit the
description provided by the resident
assistant who called. The officer
stopped the individual and called the
police," said Major Jack Leyden, the
Office of Safety and Security.
While the laptop belonging to the
third-floor resident was returned, the
laptop, iPod, and dock that were taken
have not been recovered. The resident
whose property was stolen refused to
comment on the incident.
The trespassers intruded other rooms
during their time in Fennell. Matthew
Batstone TO, of the third floor, explained
how he woke to two individuals lurking
in the comer of his room.
"I was in bed. Around 2:30, I
happened to wake up and I looked
over to the corner of my room. I saw
two shapes. I walked over and turned
my light on and they were just standing
there," he said.
Batstone continued to explain how
the suspects made up an excuse of
why they were in his room, saying
they thought this was the room of a
female. They apologized and left,
leaving him with the advice to lock
his door next time.
"After they left, I realized my laptop
was all unplugged, as if they were
about to take it...I had never seen the
need to lock my door when I am in my
room, but after this, I am going to,"
said Batstone.
The 17-year-old that was apprehended
by security later denied having stolen the
laptop, and maintained that the reason
he fled was because it "could have been
his associates" who were responsible.
The police gave him a 'no-trespassing'
warning, although he technically had
not trespassed since he was let in by
a Fennell resident, explained Leyden.
He did, however, provide PC officials
with names of the people he was with
that evening. The case was handed over
to the Providence Police for further
investigation.
The Office of Safety and Security
did, however, utilize the College's
surveillance tapes in order to identify
the PC student who had let the suspects
into Fennell.
"We were able to identify the
student by the costume he was
wearing," said Leyden.
A Fennell resident said the student was
recognized by his large sombrero.
When questioned, the student
admitted he had befriended by the
three people off-campus and allowed
them into Fennell. The Office of Safety
and Security then referred this case to
the Office of Judicial Affairs.
"Students need to be more particular
in who they allow into the buildings,
for our own safety," said Leyden.
Leyden also said that it students
should lock their doors at all times.
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Obama Lifts HIVTravel Ban
by Mackenzie Mango '10
World Staff

United States

For the past 22 years, many HIV
-positive immigrants feared that their
United States citizenship would be
jeopardized by their health status.
Since 1987 the U.S. has enforced a travel
ban barring HIV-positive foreigners
from immigrating to or traveling into
the country without special waivers,
according to PBS.
However, on Oct. 30,2009, President
Barack Obama announced the repeal
of this travel ban, according to PBS.
Now, foreigners infected with HIV will
be allowed to travel and immigrate to
the United States without restriction.
At the White House signing ceremony
for the Ryan White HIV/AIDS bill,
which provides medical care to lowincome citizens, Obama called the
original legislation "a decision rooted
in fear rather than fact."
He challenged what he called
the continuing "stigma" of HIV, and
asserted that lifting the ban is "a step
that will encourage people to get tested
and get treatment, it's a step that will
keep families together, and it's a step
that will save lives."
MSNBC reported that because
medical exams are required for travelers
only at the discretion of overseas or
U.S. immigration officials, some people
would simply hide their HIV status. The
U.S. was one of 12 nations, including
Armenia, Iraq, Libya, Saudi Arabia, and
Sudan, that still denied entry to HIVinfected people.
Public health experts have long
argued that the ban was outdated,
reflecting an era when the threat of
AIDS was poorly understood. A July
CDC report stated that recent progress
in epidemiology, as well as treatment
for those living with HIV/AIDS,
rendered the ban unnecessary.
The initial move to lift the restriction
began last year, when Congress voted

http://WWW.EXAMINER.COM

President Barack Obama signs legislation that opens travel and immigration to individuals who have HIV/AIDS.

to remove language from the original
1987 law that singled out HIV as a threat
to public health. The move elicited
more than 20,000 responses from the
public, many of them positive, during
a mandatory 45-day comment period.
The CDC estimates that lifting the ban
will increase immigration by 4,300
people annually. According to The New
York Times, Obama stated, "If we want
to be the global leader in combating
HIV/AIDS, we need to act like it.. .We
talk about reducing the stigma of this
disease, yet we've treated a visitor
living with it as a threat."
Yet not all responses to the lifting of
the ban have been positive. According
to MSNBC, John Vinson, president of
the American Immigration Control

Foundation, stated, "It seems rather
odd to let people in with a health
problem like that. With HIV and the
way it's spread, people have desires and
they'll act on those desires and spread
it to other people. Why bring a problem
on yourself when you don't have to?"
Other proponents of the ban continue
to warn that allowing HIV-positive
immigrants to settle in the United
States could overwhelm public health
agencies with excessive costs.
According to MSNBC, United
Nations chief Ban Ki-moon hailed
Obama's removal of a decades-old
travel ban on HIV-positive visitors, and
urged other countries to do the same.
"I congratulate President Obama on
announcing the removal of the travel

restrictions for people living with
HIV from entering the United States."
Ki-moon has made the lifting of
stigma and discrimination connected
with AIDS a personal mission, first
calling on countries to lift their travel
restrictions in 2008.
According to The New York Times,
Obama also commended the Bush
administration for beginning the
steps required to lift the restriction.
"Congress and President Bush began
this process last year, and they ought to
be commended for it. We are finishing
the job." Obama also noted that during
his trip to Kenya, before he became
president, both he and his wife Michelle
took HIV tests, to attempt to combat the
stigma associated with the disease.

Yanomani Indigenous Tribe Threatened by H1N1
by Molly Driessen '12
World Staff
BRAZIL

The global impact of the H1N1 virus
extends far beyond the Providence
College Health Center, threatening the
existence of the endangered Yanomami
tribe in South America.
The Yanomami tribe live in the
world's largest forested indigenous
territory, which lies in both Brazil and
Venezuela. The territory in Brazil is
the larger of the two and is twice the
size of Switzerland. The Yanomami
live in communal houses called yanos
or shabanos that house up to 400
members of the tribe. Farming remains
an important aspect of the tribe's
existence, as 80 percent of their food
comes from their own crops, which are
cultivated by the women of the tribe.
The tribe has also learned to make
high use of 500 plants for medicinal,
material, and food purposes. The men
of the tribe still hunt, but do not eat

their own catch, instead sharing it and
then relying on other members to do
the same for them. The tribe also does
not recognize chiefs but instead relies
on consensus from long discussions to
make decisions.
The Yanomami have had to face
threats from deforestation and illegal
gold miners. In the 1980s gold miners,
who infiltrated the territory, polluted
the rivers with mercury and exposed
the tribe to malaria and influenza.
Since they were not previously
exposed to much disease, the result
of these foreign diseases cost the
tribe a fifth of their community and
brought the population to roughly
32,000. Then, in 1992, the miners were
officially expelled, but several came
back in 1993 and killed 16 members.
The miners who were caught were
tried for genocide. Illegal miners
are still found today throughout the
Yanomami territory.
Then, in 2004, the Yanomami
created the Hutukara organization
with members from 11 of their
regions. The Hutukara's hope is

to bring more awareness to the
government concerning health care
and land ownership rights, which are
acknowledged by international law,
but not by the Brazilian government.
A 2008 article in The New York Times
quoted a Yanomami leader as saying,
"This government makes a big show of
helping the Yanomami, but rhetoric is
one thing and reality another."
London-based human rights group
Survival issued a report of the threat
of H1N1 to indigenous people in Sept.
2009. According to Survival's Web
site, they are, "the only international
organization supporting tribal peoples
worldwide." The organization was
founded in 1969 and has supporters
in 82 countries. Survival also refuses
national government funds and
chooses to rely only on public support.
According to Survival, 150 million
tribal people live in over 60 countries
worldwide. Their advocacies include
educating public opinion on tribal
cultures,
educating tribes,
and
minimizing outside oppression of
tribes.

Currently,
however,
Survival's
main focus is on the threat of H1N1 to
indigenous tribes, as they are the most
susceptible, due to poor immunity
that is already lower from other
external diseases. Survival blames
Brazil's National Health Foundation
(FUNASA) for lack of medical care to
the Yanomami regions.
In the last two weeks, seven
Yanomami tribe members have died
from H1N1 and at least another
1,000 have been exposed. The World
Health Organization (WHO) has also
confirmed the presence of H1N1 in
the Yanomami territory, and the high
potential threat it poses.
As a result, the Venezuelan
government has sealed off the territory
in their country and are sending in
medical aid. Both Survival and WHO
fear that H1N1 will continue to spread
and harm the tribe, especially due
to their susceptibility to respiratory
diseases, malaria, and influenza.

WORLD

8 The Cowl

November 12, 2009

Moreno-Ocampo Moves to Involve ICC in Investigation
that the post-election violence was not
spontaneous. The Kenyan government
was urged by the world community
Kenya
and international bodies such as the
U.N. and the International Criminal
The Republic of Kenya held Court to pursue an investigation into
presidential elections on Dec. 30, 2007. the violence. Kenya was urged to end
The two main candidates were then its culture of impunity by bringing
incumbent President Mwai Kibaki of those responsible to justice.
The coalition government pledged
the Party of National Unity (PNU)—a
coalition founded on Sept. 16, 2007— to do so, but has yet to show concrete
and Raila Odinga of the Orange evidence of such an investigation.
This was no surprise considering that
Democratic Movement (ODM).
According to the Institute for high-level officials in both parties were
Education and Democracy (IED), exit thought to be involved.
On Nov. 5, 2009, the lead prosecutor
polls had Kibaki winning with 50.3
percent of the vote and Odinga trailing at the ICC, Argentinean Luis Morenowith 40.6 percent. But before the Ocampo, met with President Mwai
elections, the media was predicting an Kibaki and Prime Minister Odinga in
Kenya. The Christian Science Monitor
Odinga win.
By Dec. 30, 2007, the Electoral reported that after the meeting,
Commission declared Kibaki the winner Ocampo said he would ask, "The
with a lead of 232,000 votes. Odinga court's [ICC's] judges in the Hague
accused the government of attributing formally to open an investigation into
at least 300,000 votes to Kibaki that did what he said were 'crimes against
belong to him. Odinga urged Kibaki to humanity' carried out after the rigged
admit defeat. He also called for a recount. 2007 election."
Both men have said they will
Electoral commission leader Samuel
Kivuiti admitted that there were voter cooperate with the ICC's investigation.
irregularities, but that this was not a But many in Kenya are skeptical of these
situation for the electoral commission promises, citing the culture of impunity
to deal with, but the judiciary's for high level government officials.
Esther Onyango, a Kenyan woman,
responsibility.
Within the hour of announcing expressed her distress for Kenya to
Kibaki's win, tribal violence ensued, the Christian Science Monitor when
mostly directed towards Kikuyus, she said, "The Hague is our last
Kabiki's tribe. The government went chance. . Two years ago, this place
as far as suspending live television for was burning. We were promised
some days. 1,500 people were killed afterwards that the big people who
and the entire nation was divided ordered this would go to jail. . .but
nothing has happened."
along tribal lines.
Festus Muchene, a 23-year-old
The United States and the European
Union refused to recognize Kibaki's politics student at the University of
win. By Feb. 2008, a power sharing Nairobi, told the Christian Science
deal was brokered by former United Monitor, "We have had so many
Nations Secretary General Kofi scandals in this country before, and
Annan. Kibaki would retain the office we get commissions and inquiries,
of president while Odinga would but no one follows up and no one is
gain the newly formed office of prime convicted. This is what will happen
minister. Both ODM and PNU received again if it is left up to our leaders to be
an equal number of minister positions. their own judge and jury: not guilty
After the elections, it became clear all around for the big men, and maybe

by Victoria Ngare '12
World Staff
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Luis Moreno-Ocampo, the chief prosecutor for the ICC gives a news conference on Thursday Nov.
5 in Nairobi.

some sacrificial lambs sent to jail for
token sentences. We cannot allow that."
Although it seems that many
Kenyans support Ocampo in his
endeavor, there are those that do not.
Vincent Kibati of the Rift Valley (the
arena of most of the post-election
violence) told the Christian Science
Monitor, "They should not touch our
people. If they do, let me assure you
that we will take up arms. And this
time it will be a real fire-fight. We are
armed and ready."
There are concerns that if action is
not taken, post-election violence after
the 2012 elections will be much worse.
On Nov. 9,2009, the VOA reported that
Kenya's Minister of Justice Kilonzo
Mitula wants U.S. financial support
for electoral reform. He warns that
reform is the only way to curb post
election violence. Kitula
argues
that if the Obama administration is
really interested in bringing about

reform in Kenya, the way to do it is to
financially support Kenya as it seeks to
modernize its electoral system. Kitula
wants to make the system electronic,
arguing that with this reform, "the
2012 elections will be transparent
beyond reproach."
Moreno-Ocampo
said
he
understood how urgent the situation
in Kenya was. He promised to work
to bring the request to open the
investigation by December. He also
promised to work as quickly as
possible to have the investigation
complete by the end of 2010.
By pursuing an investigation,
Moreno
Ocampo
risks
either
legitimizing the existence of the
ICC or bringing about it's demise. If
the ICC can bring the perpetrators
to justice, it will prove legitimate. If
it cannot, it will prove a powerless
international body.

Rift in Ethiopia Will Eventually Create New Ocean
by Tommy Cody '13
World Staff
Ethiopia
In 2005, a fracture in the Afar Desert
in Ethiopia was opened, creating
gaps 20 feet wide in some parts.
Researchers have confirmed that the
rift, which spans across 35 miles, will
eventually create a new ocean. In
2005, speculations about the massive
crack were controversial due to a
lack of vital information. Now, a new
study conducted by an international
team of scientists, reported in the
journal Geophysical Research Letters, has
identified the causes responsible for
creating the rift. The study showed that
the processes accountable for creating
the rift are almost identical to what
occurs on the bottom of the oceans. The
new evidence supports some scientists'
original hypothesis that an ocean was
in Ethiopia's future.
Scientists have also found that the
same rift that parted the Ethiopian
desert is slowly tearing a divide in the
floor of the Red Sea. Using data from
studies conducted in 2005, researchers
were able to reconstruct the events that
opened the rift. The data revealed a
shocking discovery: the entire 35-milelong rift tore open in a matter of a few
days. The Dabbahu Volcano, located in
northern Ethiopia in the Afar triangle
113 kilometers south of the Erta Ale
volcano, erupted on Sept. 26 2005. A

BBC

Northeastern Ethiopia currently has an 8o km rift that could potentially turn into a new ocean.

violent earthquake swarm preceded
the Dabbahu Volcano's eruption.
Due to the volcano's remote location,
reports of the eruption were sparse.
The dangerous ash plumes created by
the volcano shrouded the Dabbahu
volcano for three days. Ash fell as far
away as Teru village, 40 kilometers
southwest of the volcano. According
to www.volcanolive.com, the eruption
formed a 500 meter-long fissure, or in
geological terms, an elongated fracture
or crack at the earth's crust from which
lava flows. Researchers explained that
the eruption caused the magma to push
through the middle of the rift area
and began to "unzip" the rift in both

directions. Cindy Ebinger, professor
of earth and environmental sciences
at the University of Rochester, and co
author of the study, said, "We know
that seafloor ridges are created by a
similar intrusion of magma into a rift,
but we never know that a huge length
of the ridge could break open at once
like this."
According to Live Science, the
newfound
results
confirm
the
possibility that highly active volcanic
boundaries along the borders of tectonic
ocean plates could abruptly break apart
in large sections. Scientists originally
theorized that the plates would break
into small pieces rather than large ones.

These potential large-scale events,
however, pose a much more serious
hazard to the people living around the
rift than several smaller events would.
"The whole point of this study is to
learn whether what is happening in
Ethiopia is like what is happening at the
bottom of the ocean where it's almost
impossible for us to go, we knew that if
we could establish that, Ethiopia would
essentially be a unique and superb
ocean-ridge laboratory for us," said
Ebinger. Because of the unprecedented
cross-border collaboration behind this
research, we now know that the answer
is yes, it is analogous."
According
to
the
leading
investigations and seismic data
gatherings of Atalay Ayele, professor
at the Addis Ababa University, the
African and Arabian tectonic plates
intersect in the Afar desert in Ethiopia.
The plates have been spreading apart
at the methodical pace of less than one
inch per year for the past 30 million
years.
The rifting that occurred millions
of years ago created the 186-mile Afar
depression and the Red Sea. Researchers
now believe that the Red Sea will
ultimately empty into the new sea in
about a million years. The new ocean
created by the fault would connect the
Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, a section
of the Arabian Sea between Yemen on
the Arabian Peninsula and Somalia in
eastern Africa.
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China's Health Care System Does Not Meet Needs
by Bill Pursell '11
World Staff

China
With a population of about 1.4
billion, it is difficult for China to
provide health care for the entire
nation. In fact, over 300 million people
are without any health insurance,
which can be compared to the 47
million that are uninsured in the
United States, according to www.
nchc.org. In other words, the amount
of people without health insurance
in China is roughly equivalent to the
entire population of the United States.
China's problems extend beyond
this, however, as costs are continually
increasing for those with health
care plans. Shen Baohou is a 72 year
old resident of Beijing with a heart
condition and health insurance.
Doctors have had to implant two
stents which costs over $15,000. To put
this into perspective, $15,000 is about
five times China's per capita income.
The current governmental health
care system pays for 60 percent of his
hospital expenses while paying almost
nothing for the medication or oxygen
and the related equipment.
"I am retired and have little pension
every month. So I cannot afford the
treatment fee at all," he said, adding
that, luckily, his children could afford

to help him out. "Without them, I don't
think I could have had the operation,"
as reported by The Washington Post.
The health care plan that had been
in place before the 1980's was based
off the communistic ideals of the
older styled regime. Since the 1980's
China has become incrementally more
capitalistic with all of its policies.
These changes include the creation of
open markets for farmers to sell their
crops, the creation of pricing systems,
bank reforms, and an embrace of
foreign direct investment, according to
www.takingnote.tcf.org.
These policies have produced great
improvements in China's economy, but
have been detrimental to its health
care system. The previous system was
based on a three-tiered framework
centered on rural communities,
the population of which has long
constituted the majority of the Chinese
population.
The basic structure of the three
tiered system consisted of a first
tier of part-time minimally trained
doctors in health care clinics that
provided preventative and primary
care. This first tier was a large reason
why many of the rural residents were
treated. If a patient was diagnosed to
have had a relatively serious illness,
than the patient would be referred to
the second tier, or commune health
centers staffed by junior doctors. If the
patient was then judged to have had a

Friar

low fixed salary to its doctors. Junior
doctors can make less than $120 a
month. The best way for a doctor
under the current system to make
money is through the year end bonus.
The bonuses are tied to the doctor's
ability to produce the most revenue
for the hospital, thus the more beds a
doctor fills the larger the bonus.
The other way in which a doctor
makes money is through prescription
medication. The government allows
doctors to set prices above the cost of
medication, so the more medication a
doctor prescribes, the more money he
or she can make.
Some experts believe that by
increasing private spending and
investment more people would be
enticed to join the medical profession,
which has seen drastic decreases in
numbers, and hospitals would be
capable of providing more quality care.
The availability would then increase
and even poorer residents would be
provided for.
Those who are of the contrary
opinion feel that many of the poorer
residents will actually be neglected
since doctors will seek the wealthier
patients.
The result of all of this is that the
Chinese State Council has decided to
allow different regions to either have
state-run or privately run health-care
systems. Experts must then report the
results of these regions after three years.

very serious illness, then that person
was sent to a county hospital staffed
with senior doctors (the third tier). The
system was effective in covering about
71 percent of the population in 1981.
Just 12 years later, a mere 21 percent
of the population had access to these
state health facilities, as reported by
the World Bank.
The result of the past 28 years
has been a complicated mess of
nationalized and privatized health
care. The state health care has lost
its ability to function in many areas
because the first and second tiers of
China's previous health care system
have been supplanted by market forces.
Many doctors have moved from the
rural areas into cities where wealthier
people can pay for privatized care. The
communal treatment centers were all
but vaporized in the wake of the freed
market due to the style in which they
were run. Many hospitals have been
forced to shut down in the poorer
regions of China because taxation
could not produce enough money to
sustain a hospital.
By the mid 1990s the government
was only capable of supplying
hospitals with 10 percent of its total
funding which means that these state
run hospitals had to develop 90 percent
of its own revenue through revenue
generating activities.
As a result most hospitals, which
are still government owned, pay a
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Unemployment Rises About 10 Percent for the First Time in Decades
The United States' unemployment
rate rose above 10 percent for the
first time since 1983, according to the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Over
190,000 American workers lost their
jobs in October—a number lower
than September's but far higher than
economists forecasted. According
to The Associated Press, the rate is
also expected to increase as high as
10.5 percent next year due to the fact
that employers are still reluctant
to hire. Another 17.5 percent are
underemployed, working part-time
although they would prefer full-time,
and have given up looking for jobs. This
means one out of every six workers
was unemployed or underemployed
last month.
Consequently,
companies
are
seeing productivity rise significantly
as the amount of output per hour
rose in the third quarter of this year.
The fear of job loss but has caused
companies to hire less because they
are getting more work from existing
employees. The enhanced productivity
of workers is seen as a positive
indicator because workers' output has
historically increased coming out of a
recession. Consistent with increased
productivity, workers with jobs
actually saw the average hourly wage
increase slightly over the last year.
Other positive signs include the
fact that there was an increase in
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The unemployment rate in the United States has increased well beyond economists’ expectations.

temporary jobs. Usually companies
hire temporary workers before making
full-time offers.
Unemployment is known as
a lagging economic indicator. By
definition, a lagging indicator is an
economic factor that changes after the
economy has already begun to follow a
particular pattern or trend. This means
that even as an economy is recovering,
unemployment could get worse
before it gets better. President Obama
reiterated this point last week saying,

"History tells us that job growth always
lags behind economic growth, which
is why we have to continue to pursue
measures that will create new jobs."
The economic stimulus plans signed
by President Bush and President
Obama were created, in part, to help
slow unemployment. According to
www.recovery.gov—the site that tracks
the stimulus funds—"one of the key
goals of the Recovery Act is to create
and save jobs." The U.S. Government
recently announced that 650,000 jobs

have been saved or created under
President Obama's economic stimulus
plan. They have used $150 billion of
stimulus to achieve this goal. This
means that it costs the administration
$230,769 to create one job. Obama has
stood by his stimulus plan stating that
it has "pulled the economy back from
the brink."
College students graduating this
year face a daunting task. Last year
there was a 22 percent decline in college
grad hiring with the number expected
to increase by 7 percent this year,
according to the National Association
of Colleges and Employers. Those with
internships seemed more likely to have
a job at graduation. In 2009,23 percent of
students with internships received fulltime job offers, while only 14 percent
without an internship had jobs when
they graduated. It does not help that the
graduating class this year is one of the
largest in history—300,000 students.
This has made employers much more
selective when it comes to hiring.
According to Julia Harvie-Liddel,
recruitment director for Accenture,
many companies have increased grade
thresholds to "manage the volume of
applications." Although corporations
always need entry level employees who
will someday run the company, the
current economic struggle has made it
more difficult for those graduating to
step into these positions.
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THIS WEEK IN PICTURES
Compiled by Sarah Laperriere '11

H1N1 in Istanbul
In Turkey, three people have died from
H1N1. Here a worker is disinfecting a school
in Istanbul to help halt the spread of the deadly
virus.

IBRAHIM USTA/AP

Dalai Lama Visits India
The Dalai Lama's visit to Tawang, India has
angered the Chinese government, which claims
Tawang is part of its territory, thus reopening
border disputes.

CBC NEWS

Twentieth Anniversary of the Fall of
the Berlin Wall
Monday, Nov. 9, marked the 20-year
anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall.
Hundreds of giant dominoes were placed along
the route of the Berlin Wall to be toppled over
in the anniversary ceremony.

ERIC FEFERBERG/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE - GETTY IMAGES

Hurricane Hits El Salvador
People of Verapaz, El Salvador, who survived
the hurricane on Sunday, Nov. 8, explore the
ravaged streets. The hurricane has killed at
least 124 people and 60 people are still missing.

JUAN CARLOS/ REUTERS
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Who is your JRW dream date?

"Hollywood, but he's on duty."
Catherine Grogan '11, Leanne Nadeau '11

"Michelle Obama."
Mike O'Connor TO, Tim Frankie '11, Conor Brown '11

"Janina and Fran."
Tom Quinn '12, Bobby Bretz T2

"The Friar mascot."
Kristen Fusco TO, Caroline Hittier TO

"Edward Cullen."
Stephanie Zimmerman TO, Kelli O'Donohue '11,
Gabrielle Lorestani TO

"Tim Burton and Cleopatra."
Emily Loughlin TO, Chris O'Brien TO

"Jennifer Aniston."
—Brad Pitt
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Just One More Lap Dance, It's A School Night
Ben Perry '10 Dismantles Providence's Teenage Stripping Habit
by Ben Perry '10
Commentary Staff
Society
I'm going to go out on a limb here
and say something controversial, so
don't get upset about what you're about
to read. Are you ready for this? Child
pornography is wrong. I know, I know,
you're thinking "What knavery! How
dare he tell me right from wrong?"
But seriously, I think that most people
agree that child pornography is just a
sick and perverted thing. The arbitrary
legal age of pornographic consent is
18, just in case there was any question.
The Providence city council has just
amended a "loophole" in the law that
allowed 16-year-old children to be
employed in strip clubs. It was illegal
for minors to serve alcohol or buy
cigarettes, but it was entirely legal for
them to get naked for creepy old men as
long as they were home by 11 on school
nights. This means that it was entirely
legal for them to work as strippers as
long as the establishments followed
labor laws concerning the employment
of minors. The problem here is pretty
evident: these 16-year-old employees
are defined as minors legally, and
yet seem to be taking part in a sexual
pornographic action. What gives?
You see, Providence had a law
that stated minors could not work in
a manner that is considered "lewd."

Doesn't that seem to include strip
clubs? I imagine the original writers
of such a law assumed so. However,
because strip clubs and other "adult
entertainment" venues are legal in
Providence, they apparently can't be
lewd. If the citizens of Providence
accept it as a valid form of legal
entertainment, then I suppose minors
would be allowed to participate in this
entirely legitimate profession.
Besides, the legal age of consent in
Rhode Island is 16. If a 16-year-old is
allowed legally to have sex, then why
shouldn't she be allowed to dance or
take off clothing for money? After all, if

this minor in question were to take part
in sexual acts outside of the club, then
it's legal, so in comparison stripping
and dancing is slightly less harmful and
at least there's money involved, right?
Oh come on. All that is well and good,
I suppose, but there's an underlying
problem. You're still admitting that
this 16-year-old is a minor.
Consider this situation: a group of
friends goes to a strip club (interestingly
enough, you must be 18 to enter, but not
to work there) to celebrate or something.
They bring a camera to document their
fun, and snap a few photos inside of
themselves, not the dancers. However,

in the background of one of these photos
is one of the dancers who happens to be
16 years old. Suddenly, these friends are
guilty of creating and possessing child
pornography. It is legal for the minor
to strip, but not to be in pornography.
As if there was some major difference
between the two actions. I would
venture to say that stripping is a form
of pornography and I'm not sure how
many people would be able to disagree
with that.
So now the city of Providence has
ruled that minors cannot be employed
in strip clubs. That's good; it's about time
some quick and decisive action is taken
to keep our children safe. But there's still
one major problem. There still remains
a double standard when it comes to the
age of consent. The city has recognized
the immorality of children stripping, but
the age of consent remains at 16. What
sort of message is this? "It's wrong for
minors to strip and take part in sexual
entertainment.. .but I guess it's okay if
they do it at home." There are some things
that are intrinsically wrong or right, and
this is one of them. Either it is okay for a
16-year-old to take part in sexual acts or
it is not. If the legal age of consent is 16,
why isn't it the legal pornographic age of
consent and the age for working in strip
clubs? All these activities revolve around
the same principles, really. The law ought
to take a consistent stand, rather than
sending mixed messages.. .oh, and by the
way, child pornography is still wrong.

Obama Administration Twisting the Numbers
by Joe Sirianni '10
Commentary Staff
POLITICS

Having spent literally his entire
political career blasting President
Bush for eight years of failed policy
and the poor state of the economy,
President Barack Obama must now
come up with a fresh response
to the country's financial woes.
Soon the president will have been
in Washington for one year, and
it is getting harder and harder to
shift responsibility to
a previous
administration. This is Obama's
economy now, so he has recently
pulled out all the stops to ensure
that his mammoth $787 billion
economic stimulus plan is portrayed
as overwhelmingly successful.
Last week, the White House
claimed that exactly 640,329 jobs
have either been 'created or saved'
by the stimulus plan. A day later,
Vice President Joe Biden proclaimed
the actual figure to be 1.5 million
jobs 'created or saved,' though
there is zero statistical evidence to
solidify his claim. I feel this would
be an appropriate time to define
the term paradox: a paradox is an
assertion that exhibits inexplicable

or contradictory aspects. Does
anyone else see how the concept of
saving a lost job makes about as much
sense as hearing a deafening silence
or consoling the desolate optimist?
Being the political masters they are,
however, the Obama administration
has successfully popularized the
notion of a 'saved job.' The only thing
worse than the fact that the 'saved
job' concept cannot be proven, is that
it also cannot be disproven. Yet the
fact remains, no one in Washington,
including the Treasury, Labor
Department, and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, has ever even attempted to
measure a 'saved job.'

Obama's statements on jobs are
"based on macroeconomic estimates,
not an actual counting of jobs."
According to most economic
statistics, seven million jobs have
been lost since the official start of the
recession. Roughly five million have
been lost since the president took
office last January and three million
since he signed the stimulus package.
This is not to say the president
is at fault for these jobs, because
most of these losses would have
occurred regardless who is sitting
in the Oval Office. The issue here is
that the president has appealed to
an extremely influential political

SAVING A LOST JOB MAKES ABOUT AS MUCH
SENSE AS HEARING A DEAFENING SILENCE
The real truth is, even the greatest
economists of our time understand
job creation to be extremely difficult
if not impossible to predict with
any degree of accuracy. Harvard
University economist and former
Bush
economic
advisor
Greg
Mankiw calls it a "non-measurable
metric." He says, "You can measure
how many jobs are created between
two points in time. But there is no
way to measure how many jobs are
saved." Even The New York Times
has grudgingly reported that Mr.

tool that is based on a lie. Any
government that spends money can
create some jobs and probably save
some others. Heck, the government
could generate jobs by hiring people
to build a bridge, knock it down,
and rebuild it. But it is simply not
possible to measure a 'saved job!' In
addition, these job totals do not take
into account those who are simply
moving from one job to another. If
a person switches from an existing
job to another, the new job gained
is reported, but the old one that is

lost is not. President Obama has not
only succeeded in reaping political
capital from doing so, but his claims
continuously go uncontested by the
mainstream media.
Since the government released
reports on progress of the stimulus
plan last week, analysts and non
profits that track federal spending
have found numerous instances
of inflated numbers and statistical
inaccuracies. An example is California
State University, which received an
enormous $268.5 million of stimulus
funds. In a report to the feds, CSU
claimed the money allowed them to
save 26,156 workers, which would
constitute more than half of the school's
employees. Just last week however,
university officials admitted that they
never planned to lay off those workers
with or without the boost of the
stimulus. Ah yes, money well spent!
So as the unemployment rate
soars to 10.2 percent,, the president
continues to justify these massive
financial burdens through the use
of first-rate distortion and expert
exaggeration. Sure enough, the
weight of this outrageous spending
that may or may not be helping the
economy will be felt by us and our
children. Stop embellishing your
political career, Mr. President, and
start actually fixing our mess of an
economy.
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A Little Rest and Relaxation
Never Hurt Anyone
by Allison Pelle '11
Commentary Staff
PERSONAL REFLECTION

I sit here on a Tuesday night at 5:30; I've
currently got four multi-colored Post-It
notes on my desk ledge. They stare back
in silent defiance as their thin layer of glue
slowly dries up. They're quiet little pastel
reminders of things I've got to do. They
don't judge me when I leave them there
day after day, tasks uncompleted and
un-crossed off. One contains information
for the Visa application I have to mail in
The other is a running to-do list, ranging
from "dean fridge," whose poor shelves
are still crusted in green and orange jello
from festive Halloween treats, to call my
grandparents and find jewelry for JRW.
All of these are things that they and I both
know will simply not get accomplished
until at least early next week. Let's not kid
ourselves. The next Post-It has my EFriars
name and password, which tells me to be
thinking about, looking, and applying
for a summer internship.
Just yesterday, I had the
joyous experience of
ripping down two
Post-Its which had
addresses
and
times of an
interview
in Boston
and a
‘
Visa

and sometimes live longer, healthier,
happier lives. As college students, we
work ourselves into the ground day after
day. We're sleep deprived, exhausted,
usually hungry and our weakened
immune systems are being threatened by
that silly swine flu all the time. What we
need to find is the ever-elusive 'balance."
Has anybody found it? I know that after a
day of morning practice, three classes, lift,
another practice, and work, I can hardly
keep my eyes open. That simply is not
how I want to live.
The key to success in college is
motivation. But my level of exhaustion
leaves me purely unmotivated to keep
going at the end of the day. Maybe we're
all addicted to the grind. As we throw
back vend Starbucks blends and capsules
of 5 Hour Energy just to make it by long
enough to finish a paper, that sense of
accomplishment at the end keeps us
going. And it keeps us coming back for
more. I'm a huge believer in keeping busy
and staying as involved as possible. But I
do not believe in overscheduling oneself.
We all have entirely too much on our
plates and it comes down to the
fact that we just can't do it all.
We do the bare minimum
just to get by. How many
of us can honestly
say we've taken
the time to
notice the
■
beautiful
I * leaves
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Hey, Administration, You Try
Eating at Ray Every Day
by Tim Fleming '11
Commentary Staff
CAMPUS

appointment
in Cranston. I have to remember to
e-mail my teammates about a SAAC charity
event and finish my Cowl article by the end
of the weekend. I've got to meet a group
from my stats class in an hour. I'm trying
to dress nicely, look presentable, do my
three loads of laundry, do well in class, and
maintain relationships with people I love.
I'm trying to meet new people and make
new friends. I'm also trying to maintain my
sanity. Unfortunately, that last one usually
doesn't even make it onto a Post-It
Not only am I trying to accomplish all
of these things on top of my five classes,
but I'm an athlete, a friend, a sister, and a
daughter. Each and every single one of my
fellow Friars deal with at least this many, if
not more, responsibilities every day. How,
and more importantly why, do we do it?
Its as if we're all standing atop a tightrope,
juggling glass figurines. The spotlight is hot
and bright, we're squinting, sweating, and
trying with everything we have not to drop
one. Sometimes, we do. All too often, we
drop the most important ones.
We're trying to have it all. We're trying
to live the dream. But, my feeling is, are
we trying too hard? Is it even possible to
give all of these roles our one hundred
percent? I don't believe it is. A friend of
mine once said, "Everyone else works to
live while Americans live to work." Its true
—relentless and unwavering hard work
made this country what it is. But maybe
those Europeans are on to something.
I'm not saying women should go without
shaving their underarms or men should
wear Speedos at the beach—that would
just be absurd and unnecessary. But they
get more vacation time, plan their lives
around spending time with their families

changing
on campus?
There's so much
simplicity going on around
us and we're all too busy speedwalking
around this place to notice.
The days that I consider my best, the
ones where I lay my head down at night
and am the happiest are not always the
most significant or special. But they are
the ones where I worked hard. They're
the days where I had a good practice,
participated in class, got my work done,
spent time with my friends and actually
called my mom. (Mom, I promise I'll call
more.) If only I weren't so busy. There is
the problem. Why is that all we can ever
talk about? "I'm so busy." "I don't have
time because I'm so busy." But these are
the days where I did things that made me
happy and when I can honestly say I did
everything the best that I could. If we don't
make the time to relax and take a breath
once in a while, there won't be any time to
enjoy the benefits of all our hard work.
Do you know what 4,000 stressed
out, over-tired, workaholic college
students grow up to be? They grow
up to be 4,000 stressed out, over
tired, workaholic adults. The vicious
cycle only continues and our doctors
will be reduced to writing Xanax
prescriptions. In the end, the things
we will remember from our four
years here are not going to consist
of all nighters and semi-permanent
bags under our eyes. But we will
remember our friends and the fun we
had together. So slow down and enjoy
it. Make sure that every single thing
you are doing is making you happy. If
its not, it just isn't worth it. In a society
where everyone is spread too thin, we
can't afford to waste time.
812)0

Each day upon entering Raymond
Hall Cafeteria we ask ourselves the
same question: "What's good today?"
Occasionally we will be fortunate enough
to have some decent choices on the menu,
but on most days, there is a stunning
lack of options. Some days I have to stop
myself from eating the same thing for
both lunch and dinner, as it is simply
unhealthy to eat too much of one type
of food. After realizing that I've ingested
more pizza than is humanly safe, I'll
usually head to the cereals. There are not
always a lot of options here either (but last
week they did have Cocoa Puffs!). Either
way you slice it, taking into consideration
every good aspect and measuring them
up against all tire bad ones, Ray needs to
shape up—and not in a small way, and
not for one week. In a big way, at least
until I graduate.

workers are to blame. The administration
of Providence College is the party most
assuredly at fault for our bland cuisine.
Of course, if the school wanted to up
our meal plan with Sodexo it could be
done through a small increase in tuition,
but there are atriums to be built for
distinguished alumni and their wallets
that reserve those dollars we put forth.
Unfortunately, our school has opted to let
sub-par food standards go unnoticed for
years. The bottom line is that the school
needs to realize how bleak Ray Cafeteria
can really be.. .something of which they
might actually be ignorant The school's
big wigs have chosen this kind of meal
plan to suit every student day in and day
out, but make little use of it themselves.
How often does Fr. Shanley dine
in Ray? Once, maybe twice a week for
student luncheons? Okay, fine. I know
that I could be totally happy with one
or two meals a week at Ray, as long as I
was afforded different options for the
other 19 meals a week. Why have we
never called for Fr. Shanley to eat at Ray

tw ONE OF THE SPECIALS IS AN ADDITIONAL SALAD
BAR, ON TOP OF THE EVERYDAY SALAD BAR M
I do not think that it is the workers in
Ray who are the heart of the problem, nor
do I find they have much bearing on the
problem at all. In fact, most Ray workers
make my day better with a quick smile or
a short conversation. These interactions
make walking into the concourse of
Ray to find that one of the specials is an
additional salad bar on top of the banal,
everyday salad bar a lot easier. The
workers of Ray work with what they are
given. No, it is not the workers of Ray
who cause such a lackluster selection, nor
is it entirely the fault of the food company
itself, Sodexo, Inc. Of course, Sodexo
does contribute to the issue. We certainly
cannot eat food unless they provide it,
and the provided food is not all that
great, but still they are not the heart of the
many problems we face in Ray.
The workers and the company
employed are not the core issue here:
hose who are employing Sodexo and its

for an entire month? The experiment
would have to be modeled after our own
PC dining experience. Thus, Fr. Shanley
would get a 19-meals-per-week plan
along with the regular allotted money to
the Alumni Hall Cafeteria in the Slavin
Center. He would be allowed to snack
all he wanted, but each time he wanted
to eat breakfast, lunch, or dinner outside
of his house, and not in Slavin, he would
have to march to Ray, walk in and decide
whether he wanted to wait 20 minutes
for the special or have a hamburger like
yesterday, just like the rest of us. I wonder
what Ray would look like after PC's top
administrators were forced to eat like
us for a month start to finish? Would
the Friars Club stop claiming that there
is always something new to eat there?
Would there be more employees to cut
down on long lines? One thing is for sure:
the administrators would no longer be in
the dark about the lack of options in Ray.
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A Battle for Ratings: The
Tangents
Scoop On Student Evaluations
by Jeremiah Begley '10
Commentary Staff
CAMPUS

A battle has begun to rage in secret.
It is, however, a battle which concerns
us students intimately. It concerns
our capacities for observation and
evaluation, and our conception of
what it is to receive an education. It
requires us to question whether most
of us pursue truth and not merely
credentials, wisdom and not merely
grades, education and not merely
gratification. All this is the lofty subtext
to what may seem an insignificant
dispute over the extent to which our
course evaluations ought to be used in
assessing our teachers.
The first shot was fired in early
September, when the Office of the
Provost mandated a college-wide
program of standardized student
course ratings. Just last week, the
Faculty Senate shot back with a pair of
resolutions regarding this compulsory
rating system: a "gentle reminder
to the administration" that such a
directive violates the Constitution
of the Faculty Senate and is thus
"non-binding on faculty," and an
expression of hesitations about
the value and statistical validity
of any course rating system.
In our procedural republic,
questions
of
contract
and
constitution are important. This,
however, is not a dispute about
process. The decidedly nonhumorous bone of contention
is the administration's claim
that the data yielded by the
new statistical tools will have
comparative value. In other
words,
some
administrators
believe that if two professors
teach the same course, the
standardized student ratings can
support meaningful conclusions
about who is the better teacher.
It takes neither a projectile
physicist nor an astute professor
of sociology, however, to see
that these claims are fairly ridiculous.
Sherlock Holmes, an aficionado of
both logical reasoning and opium
dens, would dismiss this vision of
quantitatively comparable teaching
ability as a pipe dream full of flawed
premises and inductively weak
arguments. Common sense and the
latest scholarship agree that making a
teacher's salary, tenure, promotion, and
continuing employment contingent
upon high ratings creates perverse
incentives against course rigor. Not all
popular professors are easy professors,
but it is the rare pushover who fails
to develop an appreciative audience.
'Comparative value,' however, is
just the first fallacious assumption
underlying the pro-ratings position.
Good professors use their course
evaluations—they
know
which
numbers to look at, and which they
ought to take cum grano salis. At no
point, however, do professors worth
that grain of salt equate their overall
numbers with their didactic ability. It is
a gross fallacy to assume good teaching
means mass student satisfaction
at course's end. True education is
transformative, and does not end with
the close of each semester. Seniors like
me already appreciate our freshmanyear teachers in a way we could not at
the time; how much more will we have
revised our views 20, 30, 40 years on?
Furthermore, it is rather absurd

to expect us as 18 to 22-year-olds
to be reliable evaluators of faculty
performance when we are not even
trustworthy arbiters of our own
academic needs and desires. We arrive
on this campus with zero exposure to
most disciplines as they are taught at
the university level. The required set of
core courses each one of us must take
exists for a reason: we have neither
the knowledge nor the disposition
required to make choices conducive to
intellectual growth. There are indeed
things a novice can say about an expert,
but the circumstances necessitate
extreme caution when attempting to
draw conclusions from such feedback.
All these assumptions are intimately
bound up with the even more
pernicious,
ever-more-prevalent
ideology of the consumer student
buying a product (viz., a diploma)
from the corporate university. This
pervasive mentality causes universities
to pour resources into projects which,
although useful when competing
for consumers, are extraneous to
education. The operative principle
here is that no corporation would
presume to tell the consumer what is
actually good for him or her; the key
to profitability is to indulge the most
immediately accessible desires of the
public.
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This impulse to panem et circenses,
however, is just as prevalent in the
classroom as it is in the boardroom.
If each course becomes a democratic
referendum on pedagogical quality,
what will become valued are the
things sought by the many—the
things extraneous to the wisdom
and ongoing growth truly excellent
teaching can inspire. The ideology
of the marketplace is incompatible
with the idea of a university: a college
education teaches us to question and
modify our demands and desires,
while a life in the consumptive republic
tells us to make them sacrosanct.
Good teaching exists; we have all
seen it. Showboating, demagoguery,
and wholesale purchases of student
goodwill also exist, and we have all seen
these as well. To make student ratings
a meaningful part of pre- and post
tenure review, and—even worse—a
large factor in decisions about adjunct
retention, is to choose the latter over the
former. It is to turn faculty assessment
into a popularity contest judged by
those least qualified to do so. It is
misguided. It is unconscionable, A true
college community is one in which
students and faculty learn from one
another, and where all are united in a
common pursuit of truth. Let us work
together, then, to find more truthful
ways of evaluating our teachers.
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Happy, not Hostile, Gilmore. I guess when you're an actor you have to mold yourself
into an entirely new person. This seems to work out well for most successful actors
and actresses and I think those in charge of choosing which actors are right for which
roles do a good job, for the most part, in most major big screen titles. But whoever
thought casting Adam Sandler in a dramatic role was a good idea was sadly mistaken.
I'm looking at you, Judd Apatow, and this summer's less than masterful Funny People.
Trying to mold the hilarious Adam Sandler into a depressed and hostile character will
always be a fruitless endeavor. This is a person who was bom to make people laugh,
not to provoke any other emotion in his audience. When I hear his shouts of anger
and austerity in movies like Funny People and The Longest Yard, I can't even attempt
to take him seriously and can't shake the simply awkward feeling his yells bring.
Adam Sandler yelling at people, with any other intention than being hilarious, is an
act against nature. Adam Sandler is good at making people laugh, so he shouldn't
deviate from it. Maybe that makes him a one trick pony, but that one trick is Happy
Gilmore and an attempted second trick is Spanglish.—Chris Slavin '12
Congremillionares. "I never can think of Judas Iscariot without losing my temper,"
said Mark Twain. 'To my mind Judas Iscariot was nothing but a low, mean, premature
Congressman." The Center for Responsive Politics reported that there are now 237
members of Congress who are millionaires. The news comes even as Americans
continue to struggle to find jobs, with unemployment numbers rising above 10
percent. Center for Responsive Politics spokesman Dave Levinthal said, "What we
see through these figures is that many [in Congress] have riches well beyond [their
congressional salaries], supplemented with securities, stock holdings, property, and
other investments." The fact that 44 percent of our nation's highest lawmakers, many
of them Democrats, have net worths of over a million dollars is largely ignored by the
main stream media. Meanwhile, Wall Street's top CEOs can hardly go a day without
being chastised for their high-paying salaries. In addition, from both Capitol Hill and
the media, Americans are told of the high taxes that our nation's wealthy ought to
pay in the name of "spreading the wealth." It is the worst type of government that
concerns itself with limiting the assets of others while at the same time increasing its
own. —Mark Scirocco '10
I Really Don't Want to Talk about Health Care, But.. It seems like that is currently the
issue that will inflame people more than abortion and gay marriage do. But I cannot
believe there is such a strong sentiment against people getting health care. Those
opposed to this current health care overhaul will say that they are not against people
receiving health care, but they do not believe the government has a place in it and that
private markets will take care of the problem. Except that private markets have created
the problem in the first place and there are millions of people without basic health
insurance. I understand the principles of conservatism in the distrust of government
and unwillingness for the government to "take over" health care (which it would not,
really). The problem is that they are willing to stick to this ideology when evidence
to the contrary is plainly available. The private market has failed to keep health care
costs under control and provide adequate, affordable insurance for everyone. The talk
is that this will add to the deficit, but this overhaul actually will cut the overall costs
of healthcare, making it much more expensive if we do nothing. I understand sticking
to certain principles, but when the lives of people are in our hands it is criminal to do
nothing.—Andy Kowal '10

Get Your Days Straight On the 11th day, of the 11th month, atthe 11th hour, the
Armistice was signed by the Allies and the Germans in 1918, resulting in a ceasefire that
saw the end to World War I. To celebrate this, Nov. 11 used to be called Armistice Day,
until it was changed to Veterans Day after World War n. The last Monday in May is
known as Memorial Day, and was originally intended to honor the fallen Union soldiers
after the Civil War, but after World War I, it was to include all men and women who lost
their lives in military service. Since I have been, involved in both of these services (playing
taps), I have noticed that the general public doesn't realize the difference between the
two days. I often hear people talk about the men and women who have died on Veterans
Day and about veterans on Memorial Day. I know that people want to feel as though
they are being respectful of our war-heroes, but when people mix up the days, it seems to
undercut all meaning of the holiday. It is analogous to celebrating Christmas and Easter.
I know this is a stretch, but it is frustrating when people don't understand the difference
between these two important holidays. While we're at it, why do we have Columbus
Day off from school, but not Veterans day?—Jeff Gahan '11

Rude Awakening. Have you ever felt like you were invisible? As if your walking space
is inconsequential to others? People cut in front of you in line or pull in and take the
parking space that you have been waiting for, with your blinker on, for a solid five
minutes. People are rude. I thought that it might change once I was no longer a "teenybopper," but it hasn't gotten any better. Take, for example, when I go to Shaw's with my
mom, and mothers of six let their children run rampant through the aisles. As they fight
over Dunkaroo's or Gushers (an epic battle) these mothers attempt to regain control of
their children while their carriage ends up in the middle of the frozen food aisle and no
one can get by. Lady, the universe recognizes that you have issues, but MOVE! Some of
us have things to do. My favorite acts of blatant rudeness occur at the mall. You've just
walked out of American Eagle and you get stuck behind Henry and Agnes—the old
people that everyone gets stuck behind. You only seem to stumble upon the dynamic
duo when you're in a hurry. They walk agonizingly slow as they scrutinize their coupons.
Being old doesn't give you the right to be oblivious. My brother and I have decided that
elderly people, except my grandparents of course because they are perfect, should only
be allowed out of their homes between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. because the
rest of us are either in school or at work. Yes, I am being ageist. But you all know you've
had the same thoughts. So move it, Grandma!—Jenn DiPirro '12

Just One More Reason to Love PC. People often ask me what made me decide on Provi
dence College. Granted, it is a fairly popular question around campus, but in a way, it
applies especially to me. For the most part, Providence is a regional school and my being
from Miami makes people wonder, why the jump? Why leave such constant fantastic
weather? In my opinion, who wouldn't want to study in the Northeast? I realized that
it refers back to the common saying, "you always want what you don't have." Despite
many variables, moving to Providence was a fairly simple choice. Aside from rave re
views from family and friends and the quality liberal arts education, even setting aside
the wonderful Dominican tradition, I dreamed of moving north and actually experienc
ing every season. I didn't want to just visit the Pyrenees during winter on vacation, only
to return to find 90 degree weather back home. That was too drastic. I wanted easy pro
gression-winter, spring, summer, and fall, in that order. I wanted changes in foliage,
not seemingly perpetual summer surrounded by lush greenery. Don't get me wrong, it
is beautiful, but how neat is jumping in fantastically colored piles and engaging in snow
ball fights? - Viviana Garcia '12
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Enough Already! Time To
Shut Up About Red Cups
by Maryclaire Dugre TO
Commentary Editor
CAMPUS

I don't think I will ever be able
to say "red cup" again. Well, that is,
without immediately thinking of trash,
disgruntled neighbors (did you know real
people live on Pinehurst Avenue?), and
e-mails from Richard Kless inundating
my inbox. Since September, Providence
College has been fueling the Operation
Red Cup hype—hosting information
sessions and student-administration
forums about rectifying our alcohol
problem. Since September, I've been
rolling my eyes. But aside from straining
my retinas, I've been formulating my
own opinion of the situation: Providence
College does not have adrinking problem;
it has a drama problem.
Typical of its penchant
for
exaggeration
and extremes, the
administration
used
the ret
cup incident to
launch another
unnecessary
crusade against
abuse,
alcohol
turning
more
unfavorable attention
to an enemy that is
mostly fabricated. After
four years of dealing
with this schizophrenia,
I'm getting annoyed.
From
astudent's
perspective, I hardly think
that alcohol is more of a
presence at Providence College than at
any other school. Like every other non
dry campus, most students drink—some
too much—and others not at all. The
drinking culture at PC isn't the epidemic
that members of the administration
make it out to be. It's probably the same
as it was 30 years ago and as it will be
30 years from now. The school should
recognize this inevitability, reasonably
admonish underage drinkers, provide
safety resources (like a reliable shuttle)
for 21-and-overs, and be done with it,
like any other school.
Instead, we update our alcohol
policies like we update our Facebook
statuses, turn off the taps in McPhail's
on Thursday nights, and treat alcohol
in dorm rooms like weapons of mass
destruction. I myself have a Zero Proof
t-shirt in my closet and a 400-dollar-sized
hole in my wallet thanks to fines. For fear
of getting in trouble, students are forced
to venture off campus to shady bars and
house parties. And since we run our
shuttles like ice cream trucks—always

a pleasant surprise when they actually
show up—safety has become a pressing
issue.
As has this red cup business. More
underage students roaming the streets
makes for a noisier, red cuppier Elmhurst
neighborhood on the weekends. It's no
wonder complaints were made by a few
cantankerous townies. So why is the
school surprised? The mission to dry up
the campus has backfired, and now PC
has just cause to worry about its image.
For an institution so concerned about its
reputation, the administration should
have seen this coming when they first
cracked down on alcohol consumption.
Even in handling Operation Red Cup,
the school has played the drama queen—
albeit with help from The Providence
Journal's coverage. We don't need more
than one forum about the issue, nor do we
need to enter into extensive "dialogue"
with our angry neighbors. (I'm beginning
to think that Providence
College
loves
its
alcohol issue.) These
constant
reminders
only inhibit us from
moving on and
co
ntribute to the
hysteria
about
our
partying
problem—I pity
those who deal
with mothers of
prospective students.
What we need is our
administration to realize
that the partying has not
increased, it has simply
shifted to a few streets off
campus for everyone to see. If
the alcohol policies were not
incessantly harped on, most
underage consumption would remain in
the on-campus residence halls. Here, it
could at least be controlled and concealed
from the public eye. I realize this sounds
like a plea to condone drinking, but
where safety and our coveted reputation
are concerned, I believe it's the lesser of
two evils.
Whatever happened to days when
a little gentle enforcement and a lot of
turning a blind eye did the trick? As I
watch this proverbial molehill grow into
a mountain, I can't help but think a more
laissez-faire attitude toward alcohol at
Providence College might do us some
good. Reason isn't totally lost on this
campus—both the dean of students and
the director of off-campus living admit
that it is unrealistic to expect students
under 21 to abstain fr
drinking; I only
wish the administration would work
with this reality and not against it. In the
meantime, for God's sake, can we stop
talking about it?
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FAITH

MATTERS

by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Contributing Writer

Classics Changing With Time
A few years ago, one of my
Dominican classmates asked me if I
had every read The Great Gatsby. I told
him that I had, but not since I was
forced to read it (or, more accurately,
the Cliff’s Notes version) in high school.
He shook his head and said, "Do
yourself a favor. Go back and read it
again. It looks entirely different when
you're thirty."
Shortly after, I took his advice and
picked up Fitzgerald's classic. And I
couldn't put it down. He was right.
Entering into the world of Jay Gatsby
and his tireless pursuit of the beautiful
Daisy Buchanan, I realized that the
author had admirably captured
the search for fulfillment and the
meaning of life that characterizes
one's early adulthood. The book
really did look different, because I—
the reader—was different.
The more I think about it, one
can say the same about all of the
classics. For years I've toted around
Shakespeare's Sonnets and Augustine's
Confessions, and they are never the
same read twice. I change, and so too
does my experience of these works.
What's true for the works I've
mentioned above is also true for Sacred
Scripture. The Bible yields a different
reading each time one encounters it.
But there is a major difference that
separates Scripture from any other
work of literature: the Word of God is
a living word.
In his unimaginable love for all of
humanity, God comes to meet us. He
reveals himself, teaching his children

both divine and human truths. In his
goodness, he speaks in human words
and through historical narratives.
In poetry and prose, prophecy and
parables, God speaks to us in ways
that we can understand.
God inspired human writers to
compose these sacred books, and
scholars have been able to determine
with some accuracy the times and
circumstances in which the individual
books of the Bible were written. But
since it is the eternal God who
is the true author of Sacred Scripture,
the Word he speaks is timeless as well.
And this is what we mean when we
speak of the Word of God being alive.
It is constantly being uttered anew, and
is a direct communication from the
author to the reader or hearer.
Every time we pick up the Bible
or hear the Word of God proclaimed
in Church, we experience Scripture
differently. It speaks to us in ways
that it hadn't before. But it's not just
because we've changed. Rather, it's
because God himself is lovingly
communicating with us in the here
and now. He is constantly revealing
himself to us, speaking words that
nourish and strengthen us. His Word
consoles the sorrowful and reorients
those who are adrift.
Do yourself a favor. Get the dust off
your Bible. Go back and read it again.
Let yourself be blown away by the
mind-boggling truth that the almighty
and ever living God is speaking
personally to you, his child whom he
loves so much.

High Fives & Nose Dives
High Fives: Basketball Season. Get your Friar t-shirts dry cleaned, because
it's that time again. Don't miss our first game against Bryant University at the
Dunk on Friday, Nov. 13.
No Shave November. We're halfway through, so there should be a consider
able showing of stubble on this campus. (Every PC gal loves a mountain man.)

NoseDives: New Electronic Billing. Cyberfriar is tricky enough for students;
now we have to teach Mom and Pops?
Providence Trash Pick-up Pickier Than Ever. We all recognize the importance of
recycling, but mandating two bins per garbage barrel is overboard. A whiff of
Eaton Street suggests our failure to meet the demanding quota.
—Maryclaire Dugre

Got something to say? We want to hear it!
www.thecowl.com • thecowl@providence.edu • Slavin G05
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Staring at Goats: As Boring as it Sounds
A Star-Studded Cast—But Not Much Else
by Ryan Waxon '12
A&E Staff
Have you ever wondered whether
the United States military has a sector
for paranormal psychological research
and Jedi soldier training? If you do,
The Men Who Stare at Goats is the film
for you, providing the audience with
information that claims to be "more
true than you would think" in the
opening title card. Unfortunately the
majority of the film falls flat and the
dark humor that it supposedly offers is
rather mundane.
The film begins with reporter Bob
Wilton (Ewan McGregor) going through
a sort of mid life crisis: his wife has left
him for a one-armed man and his career
appears to be going nowhere. As great an
actor Ewan McGregor may be, he should
stay away from doing American accents.
Throughout the film his dialogue almost
becomes laughable due to the fact that
he sounds like a wide-eyed
schoolboy.

Anyway, in order to prove himself
as a great reporter Bob moves his life
to Kuwait during the 2003 invasion of
Iraq, in hopes that he will find a story.
He instead stumbles upon Special
Forces operator Lyn Cassady (George
Clooney) and Bob is sucked into the
world of the New Earth Army.
From here we learn about the
beginnings of the psychedelic New
Earth Army through a series of
flashbacks as Bob and Lyn make their
way to Baghdad. The New Earth
Army was created by Bill Django
(Jeff Bridges) in an attempt to fight
wars through peace and love. Bridges
plays Django as an extension of the
character The Dude from The Big
Lebowski and next to Clooney gives
one of the best performances.
The training scenes of the New
Earth Army are the highlight of the
film and the audience gets to see the
supposedly real techniques that they
practiced. The recruits get to develop
the parapsychological skills of cloud
bursting, invisibility, remote viewing,
and intuition.
The two standout recruits are Lyn
and Larry Hooper (Kevin Spacey),
who have different philosophical
standpoints on how
their skills should be
used. The film relies
heavily on Star Wars
metaphors and the
Jedi soldiers Lyn
and Larry come to
represent the two
opposing sides of
the force.
In the final
flashback
Lyn
is forced to see
if he can stop

the heart of a goat simply by staring at
it for a long time. Lyn views this as the
corruption of his powers for the dark
side, but does it anyway just to see if it
is possible. He is successful and the goat
drops to the floor dead as a doornail.
This event marks the demise of the New
Earth Army, after other recruits fail to
match the success of Lyn.
We eventually learn that Lyn's mission
in Iraq is to locate Bill Django and the
base out of which he is operating. It is
here that Lyn and Bob discover that
the defunct New Earth Army is back in
action and operating under the name
PSIC with Larry Hooper as its leader.
The dark side is using New Earth
techniques to torture Iraqi prisoners
through such measures as forcing them
to listen to the "I Love You" song from
Barney for up to two days.

Lyn and Bill decide to team up,
take down the dark side, and stop
the corruption of the powers they
developed. The two spike all of the
food and water at the base with LSD
and then free all of the goats and
prisoners on site. The scene is very
funny, and doesn't shy away from its
obvious liberal political slant.
Overall the film didn't offer up
enough laughs, was boring at times, and
lacked plot direction. I had high hopes
for this film and was left disappointed,
although I really enjoyed the go-for
performances of George Clooney, Jeff
Bridges, and Kevin Spacey. If the cast
hadn't been so strong, this movie would
have been a lot worse.

Grade: C

Good Vibration At Lupo’s
by Catherine Northington '12
A&E Editor

Brian Wilson, that sun-kissed stud
whose Californian charm stole the
heart of many a young lady in the
1960s, made the sojourn to the East
Coast this past week for another
low-key—yet phenomenal—show in
downtown Providence.
Last Wednesday the brisk New
England wind nipped at passersby
and evening commuters who trekked
past that unassuming brick building
on Washington Street known as Lupo's
Heartbreak Hotel.
Crossing the threshold into the
warmandcozily lit Lupo's auditorium,
my companion and I immediately
found ourselves immersed in a crowd
brimming with that tense excitement
that accompanies any concert-going
experience. The scene buzzed with
energy, yet something felt slightly
wrong. It was then that I noticed the
crowd was somewhat-geriatric. Let's
just say there was enough Polident in
the room to seal the Grand Canyon.
But I digress.
Lupo's is a surprisingly intimate
venue for a former pop idol like
Brian Wilson, frontman and singer

songwriter for the enduring '60s
group The Beach Boys.
While some may take Wilson's
fade from the spotlight as a testament
to his lack of artistic relevance, the
musician appeared more content
and comfortable than ever as he
ducked onto the cozy stage at Lupo's
to begin his set.
Wilson's
quiet,
unassuming
demeanor is somewhat striking.
He lacks the grandiosity and
showmanship that many of his
contemporaries display with such
gusto in their stage performances (Sir
Paul McCartney's firework-charged,
flame-infused performances spring
to mind).
While Wilson's cavalier approach
to performing may be off-putting
for some, the lack of pretension in
Wilson's attitude creates an intimate
and organic link between performer
and audience. He does not try to
project a certain image or perpetuate
his status as a living musical legend.
Brian is Brian, and nothing more.
It was a bit of a shock at first as
Wilson entered stage left. While
he has inarguably maintained his
superior vocal quality, he lacks the
youthful demeanor that once splayed

all those cheesy, beach-themed album
covers that you still see lining record
store shelves.
His attire consisted of a loose gray
t-shirt draped over his somewhat
ragged frame, baggy track pants, and a
simple, scuffed pair of white sneakers.
He looked like he had inadvertently
stumbled into Lupo's on his way to the
retirement home workout center.
But Wilson's modest attire in no
way detracted from the quality of the
show. Accompanying Wilson onstage
was his touring band, consisting of
l0 enthusiastic and talented musicians
playing a wide array of instruments and
accompanying Wilson on the famously
flawless Beach Boys harmonies.
The set brought an unforgettable
uniqueness to the show. An extensive
array of instruments and percussion
lined the stage to account for the
wide variety of innovative percussive
techniques
featured
throughout
Wilson's original pieces.
Wilson's brilliance as a songwriter
has in no way been undermined or
diminished by decades of consistent
airplay. His ability to convey distinctive
emotion and personal conflict through
inventive musical techniques has
undeniably withstood the test of time.

Wilson performed a variety of
songs spanning from his earliest
Beach Boys hits (crowd-pleasers like
"California Girls," "Do You Wanna
Dance," and "Barbara Ann") to his
later and more profound works from
what is arguably one of the greatest
albums ever recorded, the everimpressive Pet Sounds.
The performances themselves were
heartfelt and inspiring. One can feel
the vulnerability and subtle torment in
Wilson's vocals as he performs original
pieces like "Don't Worry Baby" and
"God Only Knows" (one of the most
timeless and beautiful love songs in
the history of pop rock).
I personally hoped that Wilson
would focus more on his music from
the Pet Sounds era. However, his
emphasis on early Beach Boys hits
brought a fun and peppy dynamic to
the show.
Despite my mild disappointment
with the setlist, Wilson's unique
character and infectious melodies left
me tapping my feet on the RIPTA floor
all the way back to campus.
Brian Wilson will be playing the
Lowell Memorial Auditorium in
Lowell, Mass, on Nov. 12.
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Little King’s story
by Nahuel Fanjul-Arguijo 'll
A&E Editor
Have you ever been one of those
people that feel like life would be so
much better if you were a king? Or
even one of those sick people that
wake up in the morning wishing
you could gain world domination,
like a dictator in training type?
Well, if you dream of commanding
your people, or slaves if that's what
you're into, then Little King's Story is
the game for you.
Your quest begins when some
cow worshipers pick you up... I
know, it sounds ridiculous, but
you are a small child in your room
and these people believe you are
the ruler they have been waiting
35 years for. From here you need to
start building up your kingdom. You
have to take over unclaimed land,
and gain money for treasures found
or enemies killed. So, basically you
take over land, and with the money
you gain you make your kingdom
better for your people.
This is where it gets tricky and
your royal value is truly shown: this
is where the game becomes worthy
of the time you spend playing it.
You have to give your towns people
jobs, and make sure you have
Grade: B+
Concept: Nothing better than
mixing two great games like
Pikmin and Harvest Moon into one.
Graphics: Can seem a little childish,
but that is just the Nintendo style.
The art is pretty amazing most the
time for the style it took.
Sound: Great classic tracks
thrown in there, and the sound
bits can be pretty funny.
Playability: Little things could
have been fixed while controlling
the townspeople, but all-in-all it's
a simple game.
Entertainment: You will feel the
need to conquer the world quickly,
don't be discouraged, it's supposed
to feel like that.
Replay Value: Relatively high.

people working all jobs so that your
kingdom doesn't collapse from a lack
of money, food, or houses. Then you
have to build workers huts so people
can be trained with new occupations,
you have to build a town square
so people actually enjoy living in
your kingdom, and you even have
to build a church for the "Religion
of the Soup," which is a group of
people that come to your land and
say you will be punished by Ramen
if you don't build a church.
The game becomes very intense
as your land becomes vaster, and
people start to desire more and more
things, like religion, markets, and
more land. This then leads to more
villagers joining your town and
even close-by kings challenging you
for land. And it doesn't even end
there; you still have to check your
letters from townspeople and make
sure they like you as a king. It is a
very interesting game, with a very
concentrated plot.
As for the game play, just imagine
Pikmin and Harvest Moon blended
into one concept. You get to build up
your town, lead your townspeople
into battle and adventures, and even
marry lovers around your kingdom.
This really works well, since you can
act like a real classic styled king as
you both go into battle arid develop
your town.
I understand the game is
sounding very serious and maybe
even too complex, but don't let
this throw you off. The artwork is
very childish; I mean you have to
remember this is a Nintendo game,
so a serious look is not probable. You
have a typical Harvest Moon look,
which means it is an upgrade from
FarmVille, but not intense like Zelda.
Also, the game has typical Nintendo
wit, like jokes found in Mario &
Luigi RPGs and Earthbound.
These jokes will keep you
entertained for most the
game since things will
be brought up that
you wont expect, but
will make you literally
laugh out loud.

Beer
of the Week
by Chris Stadolnik '10
A&E Staff

UFO Pale Ale
Brewery: Harpoon Brewery
Style: American Pale Ale
ABV: 5.3%
Country of Origin: US
Region: New England (Boston,
& Windsor, VT)
Appearance: The beer pours a
hazy, warm gold, like sun setting
over fields of wheat, and finishes to
a medium head of thin density.
Smell: The nose is dominated by
a floral and citrus rush of what
smells like Cascade hops. There is
an unmistakable wheat malt note in
the middle ground and no scent of
alcohol in the back.

Taste: This is a very atypical
flavor for the style. It's a lot of
"just enoughs." It's just crisp
enough to be a pale ale. It has
just enough maltiness. It has just
enough body. But really this is
a very unconventional ale, and
would be better classified as
an alt style. But imagine if you
can a Harpoon IPA and UFO

Improvements are needed in
this game, but they are close to
nonexistent. The only problem that
could aggravate you enough to put
the game down is the way you lead
your troops. You basically have
your line of workers and warriors
behind you, but you have no way
of choosing which one you want to
send into a job. You press A, and
the first person behind you runs
out, which can lead to death when
you send a farmer or carpenter
into battle when you need a skilled
warrior or archer. Other than this,
most the game play is pretty basic
and easy to learn with no problem.
The concept for this game is
very intricate, but it is done in the
best way possible, which makes
the game very enjoyable. So all the
future King James and Napoleons
that need some training for the
future should get their tyrannical
hands on this game and enjoy your
pompous bums off.
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Read B
etween
the Whines
Civ Isn't All That Bad!
by Matt Frederick '10
A&E Staff
It's clear that Providence College and
Development of Western Civilization have,
in essence, become synonymous today. Most
students claim to know what they are getting
themselves into when they attend PC, yet
all that is ever said about the program is
how painfully long and tedious it is. I have
done my fair share of complaining about the
workload as well, but I want to point out the
one big upside of the program: interesting
leisure reading. Some of my favorite books
have been assigned in Civ. Here are three
that you should give some time to should you
come across them.

The Plague Albert Camus
Camus was a huge follower of Sartre and
the whole existentialism movement. For all
those inspirational types this was a "live for
the moment" kind of approach to life and
was captured brilliantly by Camus in this
novel. It takes place in Oman, Algeria in the
1940s and questions what man would do if a
plague hit the modem world. The story keeps
the reader's interest by jumping from one
character to another during the plague attack
to show how different personalities handle
the situation. The novel powerfully shows
the varying degrees of response man has to
his impending doom. It is relatively short in
length, and is a great choice for anyone who
particularly likes solid character development
and needs a new outlook on life.

The Last Days of Hitler Hugh Trevor-

Roper

Hefeweizen poured half and half.
That is the closest I can come to
describing this beer's flavor. It is
a really intriguing mash-up.
Mouthfeel: It is a bit thin, but
not uncharacteristically so. The
carbonation is assertive without
nipping too hard on the tongue.
And the malt really rounds out
the profile. Not heavy by any
standard.
Drinkability: This is a session
beer through and through. And a
phenomenal new offering at that.
This is a great beer just to sit down
and drink - no frills, no food. Well,
maybe food, but salty pub grub
and roast beef sandwiches with a
dill spear.
I had expected it to be a plain
repackage of Harpoon's IPA,
toned down for the mass market.
How wrong I was. With the UFO
White and now UFO Pale Ale in
the lineup, Harpoon is proving
that this economy will still support
great craft brewing.

Overall Grade: B+

This is my attempt at diversity by choosing
a nonfiction work. Much like Civ, Hitler
receives much more criticism than praise,
which is obviously justifiable. Fortunately,
it is this premise that makes this historical
work so interesting. It draws from sources to
explain what truly went on behind the scenes
of the mysterious last days of Adolf Hitler
in his Berlin bunker. The book also takes a
refreshingly different approach by analyzing
the mindset created by the Third Reich in
the common citizen during their times of
struggle. As American students, we seldom
get to see the other perspective in worldly
matters that we are involved in. Therefore,
I strongly recommend Trevor-Roper's book
because it is a much more unbiased account
of an unfortunate historical event, while
still taking it a level deeper by exploring
the psychological process of each important
leader of Nazi Germany.

Ubik Philip K. Dick
Your first reaction to this title is probably
close to the "what the **** kind of book is
this" thought I had when first picking up my
books for the semester. My complete reversal
of opinion upon reading the book makes this
my overwhelmingly favorite Civread. The
plot is easily the most interesting as it takes
place in the future where people can actually
talk to others telepathically even after they
die. The basic plot is that people are dying
and it is up to one agency to figure out why.
The strength of this novel is its ability to
constantly keep the reader anticipating. The
title gets its name from a spray substance
in the story which is mass advertised as the
solution to any problem one could possibly
face. On top of that, Dick distorts the
boundary between so many key polarities,
such as death and life, that one can only
conclude after reading it that he had to be on
some sort of drug during its creation. How is
that not an interesting read?
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Picks of the Week
by Nahuel Fanjul-Arguijo '11
A&E Editor

Saints Go Marching In,
Audience Goes Marching Out

Movie: Liar Liar (1997)
Jim Carrey is impeccable in this
film. He takes his normal acting
style from Ace Ventura and The
Mask, but simmered down. I mean,
he is a liar, um, I mean lawyer, so
he in not chasing bats or shooting
gigantic fake guns anymore. He
had to compose himself for this one
(even if it was just a little bit). Like
most movies from the '90s, this
movie pulls on your heartstrings;
you can't help but weep a little when
Max gives his only birthday wish
so that his dad will stop lying for a
day. It has so many great comedic
moments, most just the same joke
since he cannot lie, but it still keeps
your laughing throughout the film. I
guess it is a lot like Yes Man, where
the same joke runs on and on, but in
Liar Liar it doesn't become annoying
or repetitive.

by Chris Powers '12
A&E Staff

Album: Digital Ash in a Digital Urn
Bright Eyes
Granted, there are far better
Bright Eyes albums, but because of
the depressive mood I have been in
lately, this is my choice for this week.
The lyrics are moody and angsty,
which makes any disheartened
person feel a little better. Come on,
there is no better way to describe
myself right now than the quote
in "Hit the Switch:" "And I'm so
ungrateful, I take, she gives and
forgives, and I keep forgetting it."
Conor Oberst can take the feelings
you keep in your despondent mind
and turn them into beautiful words,
and obviously with great musical
talent placed behind the lyrics.
Bright Eyes tends to sway from their
folk sound at times, but this whole
CD keeps far away from folk, and it
is done in the best way possible.

Book: Animal Farm
George Orwell

I have been an Orwell fan since
reading Shooting an Elephant in Civ
class and following it with a research
paper on 1984. Animal Farm reached
favorite book status before I was
even done reading it. The dystopian
theme in books really interests
me, and Animal Farm does the best
to show the corruption in Stalinlike governments. The characters,
even though they are animals, still
progress through the novel in natural
ways. They really grow, both towards
a dark and a light side of things, and
they make you want to continue the
book and see where they end up. If
you aren't a fan of books, this one is
only like 100 pages, so it's easy for
everyone. And it's a classic, so you
have no excuse to ignore it.

Boondock Saints 2:
All Saints Day

The first Boondocks Saints premiered
in 1999 with low expectations, but
ended up becoming a cult classic in
time. Fans around the country waited
ten years for another and now, Troy
Duffy's sequel The Boondocks Saints II:
All Saints Day hits theaters. Fans of the
original may be severely disappointed
by the sequel because its lacks the
action scenes and storyline of the first:
it falls far from the originality and
entertainment of the first Boondocks
Saints movie.
The McManus brothers, Connor
(Sean Patrick Flanery) and Murphy
(Norman Reedus), have been hiding
out peacefully with their father, Poppa
M (Billy Connolly), in Ireland as sheep
herders when they hear that their
beloved priest was murdered. The
priest was found with pennies in his
eyes, mocking the MO of the brothers.
They immediately leave for Boston and
on their way they pick up a Spanish
side-kick, Romeo (Clifton Collins Jr).
When they arrive in Boston they find
the three detectives from the original
ready to aid them. Although Willem
Defoe has been replaced by Eunice
Bloom (Julie Benz), a sexy FBI agent
who almost immediately reveals she is
going to help the brothers bring down
the plague of crime that infects Boston.
The brothers and the detectives come
together in their quest against crime
and attempt to repeat the action of the
original.
Within the first 20 minutes the
audience can tell they are not in for the
same thrill as in the first. The story line
is very unclear and if not paid close
attention to you can easily lose sight
of what is going on. The entertaining
parts of the movie lack the excitement
achieved by the original, and are
overshadowed by the over-the-top
storyline and poor acting. The movie
jumps from scene to scene without
clear transition and seems to rely
solely on the music to entertain the
audience, but it did not have the
same effect as the original did.
Sean Flanery and Norman
Reedus are not the same witty
characters as they are in the
first and their age gets in the
way of their character
credibility. They no

longer look like the young southie
brothers, but rather middle age sheep
herders. William Defoe's replacement
Julie Benz does not come close to a
worthy substitute. She cannot deliver
the same pitch as Defoe and her
character only serves to annoy the
audience. The new side-kick Romeo
only manages to take the spotlight
off of the brothers even in some of the
action scenes due to his stupidity. The
poor replacements take away from the
movie and make the audience wish
the movie had the original cast. The
movie continually uses flashbacks of
the original, but they are completely
unnecessary since the majority of the
audience would have seen the first.
I found myself checking my watch
on occasion to see when it would end,
but then I became intrigued as they
decide to set it up for a third movie.
I cannot imagine why they would
ever dream about making a third
movie after a disastrous second, but
in the defense of third movie the last
ten minutes was possibly the most
entertaining in the movie.

Grade: C-
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PC Student Spotlight
Matt Hannigan '12 Adds Some
Flavor To The PC Music Scene
by Catherine Northington '12
A&E Editor
Music is a vastly overlooked part
of campus culture here at PC, and it
is our responsibility as students to
take note of the burgeoning music
scene right here on campus and to
support our peers in their creative
pursuits.
Few Providence College students
are aware of the fruitful underground
music scene that has been emerging
on campus in the past several
years. With the growth of interest
in musical pursuits on campus
becoming increasingly evident, it is
difficult to ignore the talented group
of musicians fostering their talents
on campus grounds.
One musically gifted individual
on campus is Matthew Hannigan
'12. Bom and raised on the outskirts of
Boston, Hannigan has been perfecting his
acoustic guitar skills from a young age.
Hannigan, primarily an instrumental
guitarist, has played multiple gigs
throughout the Boston and Providence
metropolitan areas.
At PC, Hannigan often plays oncampus gigs, including the Open Mic
Nights at the Campus Ministry Center
and McPhail's.
Hannigan performs a variety of
songs in his sets, focusing on his
original instrumental pieces as well as
a number of covers
Crowd favorites are "The Column"
and "Lemonade," live versions of
which can be heard on his MySpace
(www.myspace.com/matthanniganl ).
Hannigan is currently in the post
production process for the release of his
debut album of instrumental originals,
Before I Say Goodbye. Before I Say Goodbye
will be available on iTunes, Amazon,
and Rhapsody by Christmas.
Keep an eye open for Matt at
upcoming on-campus gigs, as well as his
performance at Providence's own AS220
on Jan. 19 at 9:30 p.m.

Hannigan is not only an adept
musician and composer, but has also
recently become involved with the
business aspect of the music industry.
In July 2009, he established Poor
Fellow Records, his own self-owned
and operated record label. Poor Fellow
Records' mission is to sign, support,
and spread the word about young and
budding artists.
Poor Fellow aims to trigger a youthdriven upheaval in the New England
music scene, focusing on young upand-coming artists who hope to get
their names out there. Hannigan
operates the record label from his
home outside Boston.
To find out more about Poor Fellow
or get in touch with Matt Hannigan, visit
www.poorfellowrecords.com or www.
myspace.com/poorfellowrecords.
Thus far, Poor Fellow Records has
signed artist Dutch Pop, consisting
of Providence College sophomore
Tom Van Herwarde, hailing from the
New York/New Jersey Metropolitan
area. Van Herwarde brings a unique take
to modern-day pop. Van Herwarde has
already released several original self
recorded singles to MySpace (www.
myspace.com/redumbrellanj), including
"Sunglasses", "A Lot Like Hying," and
"This Lighthouse."
Dutch Pop is currently recording a
concept album titled Endless (concept
to be revealed in the near future) which
will be available to the public in early
2010. Keep your eyes open for singles
from the album, set to be released in
Dec. 2009.
Poor Fellow Records hopes to
bring additional young and musically
inclined clients into its catalog as the
year progresses.
Keep an eye out for acoustic guitarist
Matt Hannigan '12, as well as upcoming
gigs by vocalist/guitarist Tom Van
Herwarde '12. For more information
about the two students or to contact
Poor Fellow Records, visit online at
www.poorfellowrecords.com.
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EDITOR VS. EDITOR

This Week: Favorite Slavin Meal
Catherine Northington
Favorite Slavin Meal: Chicken Tenders with Curly Fries
Her Thoughts: Nothing beats the greasy fried goodness of
breaded white meat chicken with a heaping scoop of curly
fries on the side. Of course, the only appropriate way to
enjoy this meal fit for a king is with a mammoth dollop of
ketchup on top. The crispy breaded texture of the tenders
combined with those mouthwateringly greasy curly
fries will leave any junk food aficionado craving more.
Ray fries are no match for these unparalleled bastions of
french fry goodness. This meal cannot, and will not, be
topped by anything else in Slavin for long to come.
Her Views of Nahuel: For once, I'm speechless. While I've
never added ranch and bacon to my Slavin chicken patty, I
can only imagine good things would arise from this med-,
ley of unhealthy gastronomical delights. However, my co
editor does neglect to mention the sweet, sweet glory of
the Slavin fries that I so fervently admire. I don't have any
thing else to say on this matter, so I will simply conclude
with the following statement: Nahuel Fanjul-Arguijo does
not have his driver's license.

Nahuel Fanjul-Arguijo
Favorite Slavin Meal: Chicken Patty with Bacon,
Cheese, Lettuce, and Ranch

His Thoughts: There are probably better things to eat
from Slavin, and most certainly healthier items, but I like
the uniqueness of my meal. People usually stare at me
and wonder what the eff I am ordering, but quickly re
alize that it is the best thing to construct at Slavin. The
chicken patty is always delicious, we can all agree on that,
and adding bacon, and ranch, cheese, lettuce, and magical
rainbows just makes it that much better. I will add fries
usually, and a green tea (oh-em-gee they are amazing),
and it just makes the best meal possible.

His Views of Catherine: Well, Catherine can sit there and
make fun of all the fatty foods I eat, because that's the only
insult she has for me, but come on, she picked the greasiest
meal possible. How about you take your fingers after you
eat your meal and rub them all over your face and see how
many guys talk to you when your face is full of pimples.
Really, I hope this keyboard we share gets cleaned, because
if it doesn't I need to go wash my hands right now.
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A Serious Man
The Coen Brothers Are Still
Kings of Eccentric Absurdity
by Jorge Lucas T2
A&E Staff

The Coen brothers have proven
to be among the most eccentric of
contemporary filmmakers. And I'm
not just talking about their terse
and painfully awkward acceptance
speeches at the Academy Awards
(although these only add to the
mystique surrounding the enigmatic
siblings). It is their movies, though,
that never cease to baffle us.
The brothers' humor tends to be
so dark that it is hard to tell when
it is and is not appropriate to laugh.
Fargo, for instance, begins with a
brief note that the film is based on
true events, which makes it difficult
for those who are not in on the joke
to find anything humorous about
the plot's morbidity.
In fact, it is the heavy use of
violence that most often gets in the
way of the big laughs. In addition to
shoving dismembered bodies into
wood chippers, the Coen brothers
have depicted hangings, suicides,
and the throwing of corporate
executives out a window.
The brothers' last film, Burn After
Reading, was a spy comedy whose
critical reception was lukewarm in
comparison to their award-winning
No Country For Old Men. With their
most recent release, however, the Coen
brothers are certainly back on form
in what is perhaps their most mature
work to date.
A Serious Man, set in the late 1960s,
follows the life of Larry Gopnik, a
Jewish professor going through a
mid-life crisis. His wife asks to get
a divorce following an affair she had
with a family friend while at the
same time, Larry must deal with two
bickering children, an unemployed
brother living in his house, a
possibly anti-Semitic neighbor, and
a Korean student bribing him for a
passing grade.
In an attempt to understand his
unraveling life, Larry consults with three
rabbis, all of whom are unhelpful. The
depiction of Judaism in the film introduces
mystical elements to the plot. For example,
the film begins with a brief prologue
in which an Eastern European couple
is visited by a "dybbuk," or evil spirit.
There is also an anecdote about a dentist
discovering Jewish letters
carved into a patient's
teeth, eerie dream
sequences, and the
arrival of a tornado
that is way too
unprecedented
to be devoid of
significance.

The mysticism suffuses the
storyline with an undercurrent
that leads to a deeper meaning for
the film as a whole. But in true
Coen fashion, you are left wanting
information and must figure it out
for yourself.
And yet, isn't this what has made
the Coen brothers so memorable
throughout the years? There is no
better experience for a cineaste than
to leave the theater unable to get the
movie out of his or her head. And
the Coen brothers don't just hang
around once the credits roll—they
climb into your skull and refuse to
leave until you start to dream about
what you just saw.
Though A Serious Man is a clear
adaptation of the Book of Job, it begs
you to discover more than just a oneto-one comparison between the two.
It asks difficult questions —about
God, justice, free will, and sin—and
shirks any easy answers.
On all counts, A Serious Man
is a work of art. Every character
is
impeccably
cast.
Theater
actor Michael Stuhlbarg gives a
particularly wonderful, sympathetic
performance as Larry Gopnik in
his first lead film role. Though the
film is low-key in both setting and
lighting, the cinematography keeps
the imagery interesting throughout
its duration. The story is too bizarre
(and, yes, very funny) to drag or
hinder the film at any point.
A Serious Man definitely deserves
your time, during the movie and for
many sleepless nights afterwards.

Grade: A
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HailTotheGleeks
by Alison DeNisco '11
A&E Staff
The soundtrack to one of the most
buzzed-about TV shows of the season
has finally arrived. Glee: The Music,
Volume 1 hit stores last week, much to
the delight of every self-proclaimed
gleek. We can finally have the car singa-longs we have been waiting for. Yes!
Glee is a biting musical comedy that
has a few tricks up its sleeve every
Wednesday night on Fox. There are
enough romantic tensions, ridiculous
plot twists, and cheeky song renditions
to satisfy viewers from all over the TVwatching spectrum.
To be brief, Glee is about high
school teacher Mr. Schuester (Matthew
Morrison, of the original Broadway
cast of Hairspray) who decides to revive
the glee club, drawing in students
from different social stratospheres and
criticism from the always hilarious
cheerleading coach Sue Sylvester (Jane
Lynch, Two and a HalfMen, Role Models).
Think extremely edgy High School
Musical with actual talent. Cliffhangers
every week leave audiences craving
the unfolding drama and impressive
cover songs. We're barely halfway
through the first season and we've
already seen pregnancy (both real and
faked), over-the-counter drug use,
and football players doing the "Single
Ladies" dance. Oh my!
Glee club members Rachel (Lea
Michele, of the original Broadway cast of
Spring Awakening) and Finn (the largely
unknown but definitely swoon-worthy
Cory Montieth) provide the leading
vocals on most of the album's tracks.
Michele's voice is simply amazing, and
it's sometimes a bit difficult for the lesstrained Montieth to keep up, but he
does try, with pretty decent results.
Queen's "Somebody to Love" is
definitely one of the soundtrack's many
highlights (I think Freddie Mercury
would approve), along with Jill Scott's
"Hate On Me," which showcases the
fantastic vocals of the character Mercedes

(Amber Riley). "Sweet Caroline," sung
by my new favorite character (until he
inevitably ends up doing something
shady, as they all do) Puck (Mark Sailing),
is also a crowd-pleasing favorite.
Kristen Chenoweth (best known
for originating the role of Galinda in
Broadway's Wicked) guest starred and
belted her way through an episode
last month. Her distinct voice shines
through her duet of Heart's "Alone"
with Mr. Schuester in a bowling alley,
and again with Michele on "Maybe
This Time" from Cabaret.
It's impossible not to compare
Michele to a young Idina Menzel,
with her powerhouse voice and dark
features, especially after pairing her
with Chenoweth. And the last track
on the CD is a more mellow cover
of Wicked's momentous "Defying
Gravity," bringing these two Broadway
sensations one degree closer.
The Glee cast's version of "Don't
Stop Believin'" from the pilot episode
reached number one on iTunes quickly
after the episode's premiere preview last
May. It's a Broadway-worthy rendition
with some remarkable harmonies, and
have I mentioned Michele's voice?
My only complaint thus far with the
CD and the series is the excessive rapping
of Mr. Schuester. I'd also like to see more
from the other members of the glee club,
but I have a feeling that by the end of the
season I'll get my wish.
I've heard some non-Glee fans refer
to the songs as being merely karaoke,
but to skip over them and the show in
general would be a mistake. There really
is something for everyone in this eclectic
mix—where else could you find songs
by Rihanna, Billy Idol, and Young MC in
one surprisingly cohesive album?
Glee: The Music, Volume 2, with the
rest of the selections from the first
season, is set to hit shelves on Dec. 4. A
2010 Glee tour is also being discussed
by the Fox network.
Grade: A-

retro corner
This Week: NBA Jam
by Neil Andrew Francisco TO
A&E Staff
Over the years, Midway has produced a slew of wonderful interactive
video games for young adults like us. Some of them have left us with very
memorable taglines such as "Get over here!" There will, however, always
be one tagline that sticks in the minds of those of us who grew up in the
early nineties. The sound was heard after you made three baskets in a row.
"He's on fire."
Sportscasters have used different variations of the word, most notably
Dan Patrick of ESPN who famously started saying en fuego in 1994. On fire,
en fuego, heating up, all these terms are linked back to the one game that we
can all remember playing when we were a kid. NBA Jam.
I remember my first NBA Jam experience. I was a huge Knicks fan back
then, so naturally I would pick the Knicks and use Patrick Ewing. I re
member facing the Bulls in the first game and wondering where Michael
Jordan was. I still think it's a little odd that the best player in the game at
the time was too good to be in a video game. You don't see Lebron James
or Kobe Bryant taking their name out of video games. Way to be a role
model for children, Mike.
Anyway, I loved this game. Who didn't? There were no fouls, players
jumped way higher than any normal human being could jump, and when
you made three shots in a row you virtually were unstoppable. This is the
archetype of arcade games. It's not like the simulation basketball games
these days where everyone has to play by all the rules of a normal basket
ball game. I mean, if you wanted to do that, why couldn't you just hit the
gym and play a pick-up game? NBA Jam introduced real street ball to the
picture, what more could you ask for?
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ROMEO AND JULIET
BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

OCT. 30 - NOV. 1
NOV. 6 - 8

BLACKFRIARS DANCE CONCERT
Dec. 4 & 5

RSVP By Nov 12 to on Free treats from Japan
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Editor's Note: The following pieces are part of a new feature: Picture Prompt. The stories and poem were inspired by the picture above.
Photographic and drawn submissions are welcome for this feature and can be submitted to cowl.portfolio@gmail.com

Star-Crossed Lovers
by Conor Leary 11
Asst. Portfolio Editor
Vignette

Rebecca shivered from her walk.
Her form had not been very well
protected against the chill of the
night air, but that did not stop it
from boasting. It continued to shine
and sparkle even as her teeth chimed
together and her arms groped at her
missing sleeves. Inside a frigid bar,
where the pipes that once flowed
alcohol had froze so long ago, her
dress glittered and spread through
the nearby shadows warm, white
light. Her smooth lips fell delicately
into a content smile. She looked
misplaced, like a princess thrown
into the realms of debauchery and
poverty. However, this princess
found happiness amongst her filth.
She thought she might never return
the burden of a tiara to her head.
"My parents will kill me once they
find out I left."
Rebecca made sure her hair had
not collapsed until that moment.
She had spent the entire morning
and afternoon toying with the
honey strands, straightening them,
curling them, winding and binding
them together, but not for him.
The young man searching out their
new surroundings, checking for
hazards in the form of anything
that would separate them, had not
been on her mind during the time
she spent torturing her scalp. She
had styled her hair in a soaring bun
with intricate coils and an expensive
clip for her mother and father and
to pacify society in general. She felt
for the chill of the silver clip and
stretched its clamp away. She had

styled her hair so high so it would
have farther to fall. She felt her
hair descend and flow over one
shoulder. She felt him breathe
across her neck as he wrapped her
up in his arms, touching his soft
lips to her white skin.
"They know you're safe."
She giggled loudly at the
comment, feeling the tickle of
his words inside her ear and the
sensation of the lie in her mind.
His confidence was astounding
sometimes.
Her parents had
hardly spent one night with him
and they did not trust anyone so
easily with their pride and joy.
He was very different from them.
He wasn't pretentious or obsessed
with reputation. He didn't enjoy
classical music. He didn't have a
father and his mother worked two
jobs for most of his life to support
them. She had introduced him to
her parents that night, the night
she stood 16 years grown.

Rebecca: Mom, Dad, this is Adrian.
Mom: Good evening Adrian! Don't
you look dashing!
Dad: How are you Adrian? How did
you and my daughter come to know
one another?
Insert firm handshake, a tradition
amongst men that shows true masculinity,
but between father and the young man of
his daughter's heart, reveals a gentler side.
Adrian: I cannot remember clearly
sir, but I'm very glad that I've come to
know her.
Rebecca giggled at the memory, at
how he had schmoozed his words and
how her parents hadn't noticed. They
never did. They were fortunately
oblivious during parties as they
hovered from guest to guest to provide

their acclaimed hospitality. Her giggle
fell into a small purr as he hugged her
closer, brushing his palms over her
snowy arms. She felt sleeves forming,
warmth pending, with him so near.
"Safe, yes. Entertained? Maybe."
"Do I bore you?"
"You don't. But your choice in
location does. Perhaps we've missed
the years when this establishment
catered to the young lovers of society,
if only by a few decades."
He laughed. His fingers drifted
down her arms slowly no longer
to provide physical warmth. She

sensed the passion on the tip of the
wind. He stretched and swept a
hundred corks across the floor. She
immediately looked down at them.
She hardly remembered crunching
them beneath her feet. The discarded
heads of long necks of champagne
and wine lay dormant, at peace.
"Let's count the corks," he suggested
while laying his lips to her shoulder
once more. Rebecca was sure they had
stories, but her eyes drifted up. There
was a hole in the roof and the night
sky was visible, if only a small piece.
"Why not count the stars instead?"

Deur
by Blake Bergeron ’ll
Portfolio Staff

It’s that moment when the yellow electric lights
of the night begin to bicker with the white of the
morning sun that one feels cause to speculate just
how many bottles they’ve deigned to own. Blown
factory glass is a fine mirror for the blear of the
waking face; one almost prefers the strained
features of the reflection, its strangled cheeks, its
bloated temples. Still, there must be a timeless
exit, a threshold of retribution; this bed of dead
cellulose has long outlived its days of comfort.
Yet looking to the door one finds no sign of relief;
only a sloppily rendered “deur” that meant so much
so many nights before.
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The Shadow on the Emerald Necklace
by Dara Plath '13
Portfolio Staff

Vignette
Christopher was an old man. He
could tell by his hands. The once
smooth, strong contours of his
fingers had begun to wither away
leaving behind what resembled
shrunken leaves murdered by
winter's frost. He refused to look
in a mirror, scared of the man who
might be looking back at him.
Touching his fingertips to his cheek,
he could feel the deep wrinkles
lining his face like sand dunes on
a windy beach. The coarse texture
of his skin even felt like sand and
Christopher sometimes worried
that a strong wind would cause
him to crumble: scattering his body
across the earth.
He realized all too soon that
coming back here wasn't the best
idea. Years of abandonment had
caused the house to collapse into
itself; cowering away from the
world in an attempt to conceal its
dark history. Christopher sat on
a wooden crate and leaned his
head against the cool brick wall.
He slowly closed his eyes, both
pleasure and panic invading his
chest as the heavy lids concealed
him in a world of darkness. After all
these years, Christopher was finally
ready to remember.
The
year
was
1939
and
Christopher was 17 years old. He
was working with his brother
John at an estate on Long Island,
managing the family's property.
It was Saturday and the beautiful
weather had prompted the family
to take their Cadillac convertible
out for a drive. Sitting on a wooden
stool in the attic, Christopher
listened as the car sped out of the
gravel driveway and the children
squealed in delight.
He took a wine bottle out of the
crate in front of him and began to
wipe the dust off.
Shafts of light coming in through
the window danced along the curve
of the glass, making it sparkle like a
diamond. Tracing his fingers along

the label, Christopher imagined
sipping its dark, bitter liquid. Just
then, the door swung open and
hit the brick wall in a loud thud.
Christopher dropped the bottle and
it rolled across the floor, pausing at
the feet of the intruder.
"What are you doing here?" asked
Christopher, standing up. The light
coming in through the window hit
John's smiling face with its razor
sharp contours, splitting it into two
and giving him the impression of a
mischievous clown.
"Look what I have," said John.
He opened his hand slowly and
revealed an emerald necklace
in his dirty palm, like a star
appearing in the night sky.
"Where did you get that?"
"Took it from Mrs. Levin's

room. C'mon, let's get out of here."
Christopher furrowed his thick
eyebrows, an expression of doubt
warping his still boyish face. He
looked into John's eyes; the light
reflecting off of their dark shadows.
Christopher nodded in a silent
accord and the two brothers headed
downstairs.
As they approached the front door,
a scream was heard from the bedroom.
Christopher looked at John in a rush
of panic: the family must have arrived
home early. Mr. Levin appeared at the
top of the staircase, a pistol in his hand.
John grabbed Christopher's arm and
they ran out of the house and into the
now cloudy afternoon. The silence of
the day was only interrupted by the
shot of a gun and the thud of a body
against the ground.

Suddenly, the door swung ajar
and Christopher's eyes opened;
the light streaming in through the
window bringing him back to the
present. Standing in the doorway,
an expression of worry on his face,
was John. No. Not John. It was his
grandson Sam, whose handsome
face resembled John's in almost
every way.
"Grandpa, we're all going to go
now." Christopher stood up and
smiled at his grandson.
Before leaving, he glanced
one last time around the room:
a ghostly prison of memories
it would always be. However,
Christopher was an old man and
the sun was shining that day.
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Wine in Wartimes
by Lindsay Wengloski '10
Portfolio Staff
Vignette

I. He was here. Right here. Just
a second ago. I'm not wasting your
time. See the door? It's always
locked. Always. You know that. You
lock it yourself. I don't even have
the key to it, for Heaven's sake. Why
would I lie to you about that? He
was here. I don't know how he was
here—how should I?—but I tell you,
he was here.
I'm not crazy. I came downstairs to
get a bottle of wine for table 18, and
I look up, and he's right there. Right
by the doorway, staring at me real
deep. Shut up. I know. He's at the
front. There's no way... he couldn't
be here. But he was. I don't know
how the corks got like that. I don't
know how the crates fell from the
walls. But they did. He was there, he
wasn't there, the crates fell. I can't
tell you anything more. I just know I
saw him, all muddy and deep. I don't
know what it means, but I'm worried

sick. He didn't look well.

II. It's no longer summer.
I'm not a little boy. My hands
are heavy, cold-sweat, clamped
viselike around Robert's rifle.
Left foot, right foot, my feet grow
damper with each sodden crater I
march through. I reek of mud. Fire
scorches through my belly, warmth
drips down my front. Something

here—close up against the open
door. If anyone came down looking,
they'd pause on the stairs and shoot
a quick glance. They'd never try the
door. Now it's different. The ceiling
is caving in, the crates are dusty. The
door is locked. And she's spotted me.
She can't see me like this. Not her.
Not now. . . her hand frees the bottle;
I watch it shatter dinner-shrapnel
against the white hem of her dress,

I’D SNEAK DOWN THE STAIRS WHEN THE RESTAURANT
WAS QUIET, HIDE BETWEEN THE CRATES OF BOTTLES
slimy dangles against my belt. I
don't look. I want to lie down. I
want to go home. I want it to be
the summer. I want to be crouched
in the wine-cellar, behind the door,
staring silently at the mortar in
between the bricks.
It was cool down there then.
I'd sneak down the stairs when
the restaurant was quiet, hide
in between the crates of bottles
waiting to be opened, sit right

darkened to match the horror I see in
her face. I have to get out. I have to—

III. The world's gone crazy-mad.
Maybe anxious, too, come to think of
it. Tough to admit that sort of thing to
folks, though—if that's what you find
yourself feeling this time of season,
this year (rather than any other year
you can remember). I can't remember
a November like this one. A fall like
this one. Don't make me think of the

winter ahead. It's easier to talk about
the world, which is (to the best of my
knowledge) definitely crazy. War
crazy. Definitely anxious.
War-anxious.
Take Elena, for example. Standing
here in the cellar, shaking in the
November cold, covered in wasted
wine that she fool-dropped all over
herself. Telling me she saw a ghost.
Well not, in the strictest sense, a
ghost. But saw Nicholas. She didn't
see Nicholas. He's miles and miles—
countries, even—away from here.
She wants to see him, that's the
thing. That's what she thought she
saw. The mind can play funny tricks
on you like that, make you see things
that aren't there, make you clumsy
enough to drop boxes of wine as you
reach in to grab just one bottle... that
sort of thing.
It's understandable. She's overtired.
I should give her the weekend off, let
her go back to her room and sleep.
Take her mind off of the world for
a while. Let her dream. Yeah, that's
it. She can pay for the broken bottles
with her next paycheck.
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Facebook Commits the Ultimate FAIL
By Lindsay Wengloski '10
Portfolio Staff
Essay

It's official. I'm posting it as my
new status. You better comment on
it. Or give it the thumbs-up. Or poke
me. Or something. Tag people in my
latest photo album! Do something!
Anything! Help! Look—I'm a New
Status Update on your News Feed!
Lindsay Wengloski hates Facebook (2
minutes ago).
Seriously, Facebook is turning into
the Big Brother I never had. And not
in the whole pull-your-hair, steal-yourmusic/car/dessert, call-you-names-infront-of-his-friends Big Brother. I'm
talking 'War is Peace' Big Brother. The
hardcore, scary-perceptive kind. The
kind that tells you what to do when all
you really want is to troll around the
Internet, avoiding college for hours on
end. that kind of Big Brother—more
like Big Bother.
The reformatting Facebook did
eons ago was bad enough. But now
it's in an entirely different (and
infinitely more studpid) realm. Since
when has Facebook undertaken the
job of being everyone's mother? "You
know, dear, you haven't called your
grandmother in quite some time.
Why don't you give her a ring and
tell her about school?" Whenever I
get online to hide from my mounds
of papers, reading, and reflection
essays, I get this obnoxious, passiveaggressive nag of a prompt on my
screen telling me to 'make Facebook
better' for Person X, to 'send a
message' to Person Y, and to 'poke'
God knows who.

The fact that Facebook is telling us
who to poke and who not to poke is
disturbing on several levels. I'm going
to leave it at that.
But with all un-innuendoed
gravitas, Facebook keeping tabs
on who gets online when, whom
we've talked to recently (and whom
we've avoided like the plague) is a
bit totalitarian for my tastes. Maybe
there's a reason someone hasn't been
active online much (and therefore,
obviously needs a kindhearted soul to
improve their Facebook experience).
Maybe they have (gasp) a life. And
maybe the fact that Person X and I
haven't spoken recently is because
they did something real-lowdownawful-shady—like kicked a kitten
in my presence, cheated on a friend,
or stole Taylor Swift's microphone at
the VMAs.
Facebook fails to account for the
ebb and flow of human dynamics.
And this, dear subversives, is how
we might be able to (dramatic
pause... wait for it... wait for it...)
DEFEAT IT! Think about it. For all
its variety, Facebook's pretty rigid.
You can like something (thumbs up)
but there's no disliking something.
There's no on-the-fencing something
(thumb in that awkward Gladiator
limbo). There's no "ITl-have-tothink-about-it" or "Yes-but-onlyon-Sundays." Your choices are to
like it (whatever 'it' might be) or to
sit down and hush up.
Another thing really miffs me.
If you're in a relationship with
someone who doesn't have a
Facebook account, you can't share
their lovely name with the rest of
the world. "In a relationship." With
WHO?!?! It's like you're in a cult that

Staff Pick of
the Week:
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only wants you to date other Kool
Aid-drinkers. If you opt out of the
cult and are involved with someone
who has a flourishing, non-Internetcentric life/some remnant of personal
identity, you get that infernal Tn a
relationship.' Great. Now you look
like that girl on your floor who has
an invisible boyfriend.
You see what I mean, though?
Not only are you prohibited from
being as accurate as possible about
your torrid romantic life, you can't
make jokes about love in your
profile, either. Sure, you can set
your political views to 'Spicy' and
make comments about how you

love the Flying Spaghetti Monster
in your religious views section, but
you can't say that you're 'in an open
relationship' with the Pope or that
'it's complicated' with your Mom.
I feel as if the totalitarianism of the
Facebook relationship status is in
need of overthrowing, and fast.
Who's in?
Lindsay Wengloski: Fight the power.
Fight the News Feed, the poking, and
the Status Update.
So-and-So-likes this.

Sparrow
by Bobby Bretz T2
Portfolio Staff

Blackbird
by David narrower
What happens when the curtain goes up and two people stand having
a casual conversation in a dirty conference room? It doesn’t seem
very exciting right? Where's the drama? Once you let the encounter
develop, Blackbird turns into a viciously descriptive play that examines
the Last and rather criminal relationship of the two main characters.
Harrower chooses hit language carefully to navigate around a very
uncomfortable topic. It keeps the audience drawn to the play even
though they may want to look away. Their attention remains as they
wait to find out how the confrontation will be resolved and how each
character will leave the stage.

—Conor Leary '11

The New Yorker

Thea's sometimes nothing better thin settling in with a cup of tea and
a magazine. I seldom find enough time to sit and read a novel during
the semester but The New Yorker offers very good fiction and articles
on current events that are well worth their length. And if all else fails,
you Can just flip through and look at the cartoons.

Katie Caliva ’io

Here’s another backlit space
Where we can share a change of pace
I’ve every shade of gray and blue
Just for you
Here’s another passing place
Where you can wipe your weary face
And likewise 1 shall water mine
And we’ll be fine

Here's another ancient loch
It's deeper than our deepest talks
And darker than our darkest dreams
Or so it seems

And I know peace, but anyhow
I've seen the shores of Lomond now
Where rainclouds o’er the Ben appear
I’ll hold it dear
Oh, will you be my sparrow, girl
So we can quit this lonely world
And meet the open-ended sky
Where we’ll be fine
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Lands Not So Far Away
—Abroad photos courtesy Gabriella Mooers ’11

Left: Dublin, Ireland; Below: Barcelona, Spain

Above: Barcelona, Spain; Right: Dublin, Ireland

Happily Ever After
by Daniel James '11
Portfolio Staff
Fiction

The first thing he thinks about when
he tries to pick his head off of his desk
is that he'd rather be anywhere else in
the world. The monotonous student
stands in front of the room, nervously
paraphrasing a reading that the
student failed to complete. While the
student sweats bullets at the front of
the classroom, he sits in the back and
wonders about all the places that he
could be right now. He lets his mind
drift from ramblings into a bird's view
of Sicily with the sun gleaming off of
the ocean waves crashing up against
the city of Palermo. There are birds
that gawk and people that point as he
remains elevated with an observant
eye. The world sets a calmer tone and
he finds himself at peace for the first
time in a while.
He pulls the cap off his pen and
adds visiting Sicily to a list he keeps in
his notebook of all the things he'd like
do in life. He feels defeated as the final
stroke of the 'y' appears on the paper
because he knows that it's all meant for
another day if he's lucky.
A new voice comes from the front of
the room and his head perks up. The
voice is softer, gliding from her mouth
into his ear. While it's only a voice, it's
enough to captivate his attention for
the time being. He scans her over with

curiosity, watching her pale skin on
her face react carefully to each precise
lip movement. He notices that her
hair, although curly, is not unkempt.
He tries to catch a look at her hazel
eyes before coming to the conclusion
that she's cute. He likes that she's cute
because to him that means she is more
real than any model on a magazine
cover. Beauty is saturated but cuteness
is honest.
All the while she's continuing to
talk at the front of the room he thinks
about what it is that makes her so
unique. He catches himself listening
to her voice, and not the words that
her voice forms. Her voice reminds
him of the fires he would start in
the fireplace at home during the first
snow of the winter. He would have
to trek out into the blanketed earth to
get the firewood, which would always
take too long because the snow would
cover everything so heavily. He
would come back in freezing and just
numb enough to not feel the flames
as they first caught against the logs.
He remembers how comforting it was
to be warm inside when the world is
devoured in coldness.
He imagines her curled up next to
him in a red sweater that she had knit
herself. They sit on the couch in silence
observing the fire as if it were a picture
that had come to life. They don't expect
anything to happen, but they don't
need anything to happen either. They
are comfortable with the fire merely

existing, and rather than wonder what
they will do when it bums out, they
choose to enjoy the company of one
another for as long as they can.
The class stands up and picks up
their backpacks, snapping him out of a
trance. He rapidly shoves all his books
in his bag and slings the bag over his
shoulder, feeling the weight of the

world cling to him as he does so. He
can't resist taking one last glance at her
and when he does, she glances over
at him and smiles as if to extend an
invitation to escape from his head for
just a few seconds. He bites his lip and
awkwardly does his best to smile back
before walking out of the classroom.

Fountain of Youth
by Nicole Amaral '10
Portfolio Editor
Sedentary salvation of the worst kind,
wrought from the ineffective efforts
of caffeine-infused desperation
under the biased gaze of the mind’s eye.
Perfecting the resume of an up-and-coming
used soul saleswoman, trying to override
the liberation of striking “delete.”

Got sick from secondhand headaches
Got sick of favorite complaints
Too keen on justifying quiet rants to the deadpan
pages of books that collect like dust.
About ready to burn down the mental bridges,
learn how to cross the live ones
and stay in this moment, now.
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Providence Cycle 8: But for the Pirates, Almost There
did, and got gigantic, heavy paper bags
for their insignificant purchases. They
left the bookstore pretty quickly too.
"We need to get out of here," Kathy said.
Fiction
"I mean, I thought it would be pretty
cool of the Maf—"
"Don't say it!" Carl hissed.
Kathy had about had enough, but the
"What?" Kathy asked.
fact that she couldn't do anything about
"Don't say it! We don't know who's
it didn't do anything for the empowering
kicking of butt she felt like giving to the listening!"
The problem was, he might be right
space-time continuum. If one could kick
Kathy sighed. 'T thought it would be cool if
space, or time, that is...
The bus took them downtown. They all they ran the dty and all, but this is just creepy.
got off at what looked like Kennedy Plaza, It's like we're in a bad old Hollywood movie,
except it was a lot... cleaner. There weren't except the guns and the drugs are real and
we don't get stunt doubles."
so many people hanging around, either.
Dick nodded.
"Hopefully at least
"On the one hand it's less scary, but on
the other the level of creepy foreboding has the next place we end up in won't be so
definitely increased," Laura said, looking dangerous." Gunshots echoed off the side
of the capital building. The few people
around.
There were pairs of men sitting on walking nearby didn't seem to take any
park benches, talking, wearing hats in notice. Dick grimaced.
"All right, well, what else does the real
matching colors. Kathy saw one man
walk past another and watched as a red Providence have that this place doesn't?"
handkerchief passed from one hand to Kathy asked.
"It's more like what does the real
another. Everything was dean, sure, but it
Providence
not have that this place does,"
felt a whole lot more dangerous.
"We shouldn't stay outside," Dick said, Ed replied.
"Well there aren't any machine guns on
echoing Kathy's thoughts. They moved
off toward the Biltmore, thinking to street aimers," Carl said, looking over at the
grab a coffee at the Starbucks and collect man carrying a tommy gun standing by the
Cheesecake Factory.
themselves there.
"More people," Laura said. "More people
The Starbucks wasn't there. Instead,
there was a dark, well-polished little coffee outside, anyway."
"Less oppressive atmosphere," Ed added.
shop that had more booths and privacy
"More freedom, generally," Kathy said.
screens than was healthy. They didn't even
The air sparkled, crackled, and they
buy any coffee, just turned around and left
"I think I saw the mayor in there," were gone.
Well, gone to the Bahamas, actually.
Carl said.
There were palm trees everywhere,
"Since when do they allow smoking in
and shouts of what sounded like military
coffee shops?" Ed asked.
They walked up toward the mall and drills coming from the other side of a
went into the Borders. The bookstore large sand dune. "What the hell is this?"
Carl
yelled.
A
Went
offthe
nearby.
too was changed; there were still books,small
certainly,
cashiers
People
little,
token
notebook,
walked
didn't
and
things
lots
seem
up
acannon
-of
toathem,
the
to
cheap
be
counters
selling
but
paperback,
them.
with a
"I have no idea," Kathy said, rubbing
birthday card, a pen. They paid, or at least hertemples."
it looks like they
The top of the sand dune revealed
what looked like a prison camp beneath
them, ononeof the most beautiful tropical
harbors in the world. There was a flag
by Kaly Thayer '10
Portfolio Staff

over the main building that they could
barely make out, and several huge multi
sail ships in dock on the beach. Looking
down at themselves, they were dressed
mostly in canvas and linen, and Dick was
wearing a beat up tricorn hat.
"Pirates?" he suggested, looking
at his hat.
"Maybe. I don't know. We should
probably at least go down and have a
look," Kathy said.
"Why?" Everyone turned to look
at Laura. "I mean, it's not Providence:
why bother? Should we just try again,
see if we can at least get closer this
time? Because this place feels pretty
far away from New England."
"But this place might actually be closer
and we just don't know it yet," Ed said.
"Yeah, there could have been a climate
shift or something, maybe this is the postapocalyptic future," Carl said.
"Maybe your mom is a postapocalyptic future," Laura said sullenly.
"Guys, I think this is it," Kathy said.
She was looking over the edge of the
sand dune, peering closely at the flag.
"What do you mean? There are
coconuts falling off trees, Kathy, this is
not Providence!"
"No," Kathy said, "but it's New
Providence."
There was silence.
"That's a union jack," Kathy said,
pointing at the flag. "This is a British
naval base. And the year is 1813, or
close to it."
"What makes you so sure?" Dick asked.
"Look at that ship," she said, pointing.
They looked. A bunch of men in chains,
wearing tattered white and blue uniforms,
were coming down off a gangplank, and
being yelled at in distinctively British
accents. "Those aK prisoners of war, and
the war is
"Hey, your history major finally
came in handy" Carlmumbled.
"But how is this good?" Laura asked.
"It means we're hebe!" Kathy
almost yelled.

"Did a zombie bite you and you just
never told us?" Dick said, raising an
eyebrow at her.
"No, this is great: this is the real
world! This really happened. The
British took prisoners of war down to
New Providence and Barbados during
the War of 1812. We're on the island of
New Providence. This is the real world,
it's just the wrong time. All we have to do
now is physically get back to Providence,
Rhode Island, and then temporally get
back to 2009."
"You make it sound so easy," Ed
said dryly. "What are we going to do,
steal a ship?"
"As much as I'd love to be a pirate,
no. The same thing we've been doing
to get from place to place, just... easier,
this time. We don't have to force it so
much. It's November, so in Rhode
Island it's probably cold, and wet, and
miserable, so let's just think about—"
"Late colonial New England. Snow..."
said Dick.
"And fire cooking," said Laura.
"And pie..said Carl,
The air sparked, flashed, and they were
on their way. Kathy wondered where the
combination of snow and pie would take
them, if it Wasn't to New England. They
didn't want to end up in Narnia.

Tiffany & Earl
Dear SCollege boys are a
species of awkward that
defies the most logical of
minds and all of natural
science.
I'm sure that in his
head he was doing
something normal and even charming.
He was, after all, appealing to your
intellectual side and did not make any
untoward advances when he had you in
his room. He also gets points for asking
you on a legitimate date since chivalry is
dying a slow and painful death.
That being said, he should probably
spend more time courting you instead
of staring at the digital representation
of your face. Not only will it be a more
effective way of getting to know you,
it'll probably reduce the chance of you
running away screaming.
If you're significantly disturbed
by him your best course of action is
probably to remove yourself from the
whole situation. Don't go back to his
room, don't answer his calls, etc. If he
is into you, you should also be sure not
to lead him on. Cut the line now before
he starts getting really attached. It'll just
be bad for both of you if don’t make it
very clear right away that you're not
interested.

Tiffany

Making PC an emotionally stable
place, one letter at a time

'This yveek
A Stalker's History

Dear Tiffany and Earl,
The other day, a boy who lives in my building invited me
into his room to show me an article online that he thought
I would appreciate. I thought this was innocent enough
until he opened his Internet browser and began searching
for the page in his history, at which point I was shocked
to see that EVERY Web page he had visited recently was
about me. My Facebook profile, my tagged pictures, my
photo albums, my wall-to-walls with my other friends—
this kid has basically been stalking me. I thought we were
just friends, but now he is asking me out on dates and I
don't know what to do. Any advice?
-Slav

Dear Slav,
This guy is the typical
stalker type. But you need
to look at this in two ways.
First: he's an unskilled
stalker who is using basic
tools—everyone creeps on
Facebook. I bet he didn't
even notice that your
name was all over his history folder, and
he probably didn't notice that you saw it
either. He will probably keep looking for
your name in his News Feed, and he will
probably keep checking out your profile
picture every night after his roommate has
fallen asleep.
The second way to see this is that he is
actually an intelligent stalker. If he knows
what he is doing, he is using Facebook as
his diversion, and he has bigger tricks up
his sleeve. He wants you to think that
Facebook is the extent of his stalking, but
he probably has a camera set up to watch
you in your room, probably has other
stalker friends watching you around
campus, and sooner or later you will
find yourself waking up d
irt a dark, damp
room with a sock down your throat and
your clothes missing.
Keep your eye on this kid, he might
turn into Hannibal Lecter soon enough,
and that's when your luck has run out.
Earl
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Friars Scoreboard

Scores — Standings — Statistics — Schedules — Standouts

Standouts

Matt Marcin

Genevieve Lacasse

Men's Soccer
Junior — Wilmington, Del.
Marcin was named the National Soccer Coaches Association
of America Player of the Week after scoring two
game-winning goals in the Big East Tournament.

Field Hockey
Senior — Branford, Conn.
Lacasse saved 26 shots in a tie against Maine and 28 shots
in a tie against Northeastern. For her efforts she was named
Hockey East Player of The Week.

Schedules

Scores
Friday, 11/6
Women's Hockey at Maine

T, 2-2 (OT)

Saturday, 11/7
Men's Basketball vs. Stonehill College
Men's Soccer at Connecticut
Field Hockey vs. Syracuse
Women's Ice Hockey vs. Boston Univ.
Swim & Dive
at Rhode Island

W, 91-55
W, 1-0
L, 2-1
L, 3-1
Ind. Results

Sunday, 11/8
Women's Hockey vs. Northeastern
Men's Hockey at Vermont

T, 1-1 (OT)
L, 3-0

Wednesday, 11/11
Volleyball at Manhattan

L,3-0

Friday, 11/13
Men's Basketball vs. Bryant
Women's Basketball at Brown
Men's Soccer vs. St. John's
Swim & Dive at Bryant

7:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Saturday, 11/14
6:30 p.m.
Men's Basketball vs. Bucknell
Women's Hockey vs. Boston University 2:00 p.m.
TBA
Men's XC at NCAA Northeast Reg.
Women's XC at NCAA Northeast Reg. TBA
Sunday, 11/15
Men's Basketball vs. Mercer
2:30 p.m.
Women's Basketball vs. Saint Joseph's 2:00 p.m.
Women's Hockey vs. Boston University 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, 11/17
Men's Hockey vs. Brown

7:00 p.m.

Standings
Men's Hockey East
Conference
T
Team
W
L
1
UMass Lowell
3
1
Massachusetts
0
3
1
1
New Hampshire 2
1
1
Boston College 2
2
Vermont
1
2
2
Merrimack
0
2
1
Maine
2
2
0
Providence
1
2
0
Northeastern
1
3
0
Boston Univ.
0
1
4

Women's Hockey East

w
5
6
2
3
3
5
3
5
3
2

Overall
L
2
1
5
3
3
3
5
3
4
5

T
1
0
2
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

Team
New Hampshire
Northeastern
Providence
Boston College
Boston Univ.
Connecticut
Maine
Vermont

Conference
W
L
T
4
0
1
3
0
2
2
1
3
2
2
1
1
2
1
1
2
2
0
4
2
1
3
0

w
8
7
3
3
3
5
2
5

Overall
L
T
1
3
1
2
4
5
3
4
3
5
4
2
8
2
5
0

Friars Upended by No. 15
Catamounts in Vermont
Providence Hosts Cross-Town Rival Brown on Tuesday
by Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff

Men’s Hockey
Last Sunday, Nov. 8, the Men's
Hockey Team (5-3, 1-2 Hockey East)
was defeated, 3-0, by No. 15 Vermont
(3-3-1, 2-2-1 Hockey East) in a Hockey
East game played at the Gutterson
Fieldhouse in Burlington, Vt.
"Of the eight games we have played
so far, that was our sloppiest," said
Head Coach Tim Army. "We were a
little bit flat, and didn't have a great
deal of energy."
The Friars started the game competitively,
but had ineffective power plays.
For Vermont, Mike Spillane stopped
all 33 Friar shots to gain a shutout.
Although the Friars did not come out as
strong as they wanted, they did outshoot
the Catamounts, 10-5, in the first period
and had three power-play opportunities,
but were unable to score on Spillane.
"We didn't have the same enthusiasm
that we normally do," said Mark Fayne
TO about Sunday's game.
The Catamounts struck first at the
7:34 mark of the second period when
Chris McCarthy fired a wrist shot from
the right circle that beat PC goalie Alex
Beaudry '12 over his right shoulder.
Then Vermont's Justin Milo increased
the team's lead to 2-0 at the 14:22 mark
when he scored on a high wrist shot
from the bottom of the left circle.
The Friars fought hard, but could
not get a goal in the net. Fayne had a
chance on the man advantage late in
the second period when he ripped a
few shots from the point, but Spillane
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was able to get his stick on a shot
labeled for the top left comer of the net
with 43 seconds left in the period.
"I felt like we didn't come out as well
as we wanted to," said Alex Velischek
'13. "They had a couple of tough games
before us, and we knew what to expect
from them, and we didn't come out as
hard as we wanted to. We didn't play
our game."
Matt Bergland '12 was sent in on
a breakaway at the 13:00 mark of
the third period, but Spillane made
the save on Bergland's back-handed
attempt, and then turned aside the
rebound effort off the stick of Aaron
Jamnick '13.
"Bergland has made a lot of strides
from last year to this year," said Army.
Milo sealed the game with his
second goal of the night at 18:05 to
make the final score 3-0.
"Biggest thing for Alex [Beaudry] is
just to stay consistent with his style of
play," said Coach Army. "He absorbs
pucks really well."
Beaudry finished the game with a
total of 20 saves, which is a respectable
mark against a team that is known for
its offensive power.
PC did outshoot the Catamounts
with a final shot count of 33-23.
The Friars look towards the future,
and their next game, against Brown.
"They'll be preparing for us," said
Velischek. "The games we won were
because we out-played the other team
for 60 minutes."
Come cheer on your fellow Friars
on Tuesday, Nov 17, at 7:00 p.m. when
they host Brown in the 24th Annual
Mayor's Cup at Schneider Arena.

Field Hockey Drops Tough
One Against Syracuse
by Dan Ollquist TO
Sports Editor
Field Hockey

With five straight wins under their
belts and home-field advantage, the
stars seemed to be aligning for the Field
Hockey Team to make a run at the Big
East Championship. Both players and
fans were hopeful for victory, but a
tough Syracuse team dashed the Friars'
title dreams.
The loss marked the end of the
season for PC, which finished 10-10,
but more importantly it marked the
end of an era for Friar Field Hockey.
"It was extremely sad to watch our
eight seniors walk off the field for the
last time," said Head Coach Diane
Madl. "The seniors have helped build
this program and I will miss them
forever. They have been great leaders
both on and off the field and it will be
hard to replace them. It feels like they
should be here forever."
One player who didn't want her
season and career to end was Adrienne
Marois TO. Trailing 2-0 in the second
half, Marois tried to rally the troops
and brought the Friars back to within
striking distance when she scored at
the 38:12 mark. Hoping to build off
the momentum created by Marois,
Providence had a number of solid
possessions but simply could not
convert anything into goals. Syracuse,
which entered the game ranked No.
5 in the country, has exhibited strong
defense the entire season and did not
let up against PC.
"They do a great job playing
individual defense," said Madl. "We

didn't play poorly, they just didn't
allow us to get into the type of offensive
flow that allowed us to be successful
during the regular season. You have
to give credit to Syracuse for playing a
tough game like that."
When the final horn sounded,
Providence was on the wrong end of
a 2-0 score. For the game, the Friars
were only able to muster three shots
compared to Syracuse's 11. In addition,
Syracuse also held a 10-5 advantage in
penalty comers.
"We were disappointed with the
result," said Madl. "But we were very
proud of what this team accomplished
this year. We put so much into this
season and I wouldn't trade this
group of players for anyone else in the
world."
A number of members of the
Providence roster were honored for
their performance this season with
Big East accolades. Nellie Poulin TO,
Rachel Chamberlain TO, and Marois
were named first team all-Big East
while Julie Ruggieri '11 and Jaime
Lipski '11 were named to the second
team.
As sad as it is for Coach Madl to
say goodbye to her class of seniors,
she is already busy thinking about
next year's team. Currently on the
road recruiting, Madl is hopeful that
her young team will be able to hold its
own next season.
"Right now it's kind of a wait and
see mentality in terms of what to
expect from next years team," said
Madl. "We're very young on paper but
we still have a solid core of returning
players. We'll be hungry to get back
out on the field next season."
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Swim Team Competes at URI
by John Sessions '12
Sports Staff
Swim & Dive

With the Saints and Colts remaining undefeated this past
weekend, will either team run the table?
16-0. The Patriots did it two years ago,
the first time since the 1972 Dolphins.
Going unblemished in the NFL is a
thing of glory. Rarely do teams enter the
final weeks without a loss. Well, at the
halfway point of the season, the NFL is
blessed with two unbeaten teams: the
Indianapolis Colts and the New Orleans
Saints. Both teams enter week 10 with
an 8-0 record, but I do not expect either
to win out.
The Indianapolis Colts are the model
franchise of the NFL. They are consistent
winners, have a Hall of Fame QB, and
are not accused or criticized for cheating.
Amazingly, the team has won at least 12
games every year since the 2003 season.
The Colts came into the year with a few
question marks: How do you replace
Tony Dungy? Who will step up in place
of Marvin Harrison? Can they establish
a running game? The team answered
many of these questions with their play,
but mounting injuries to the defense have
become the new concern. Bob Sanders is
out for the year with tom biceps and CBs
Marlin Jackson and Kelvin Hayden are
sidelined for weeks. The lingering injury
to WR Anthony Gonzalez has not help
either, as it has put more pressure on
WR Reggie Wayne and TE Dallas Clark
to carry a rather ordinary receiving corp.
The injuries have taken a toll on the
team, and the Colts have looked tired the
last few weeks. The team has mustered a
combined 38 points the past two games
and a total margin of victory in those two
games of five. My prediction is the Colts
lose this week to the rejuvenated Patriots
and end the season with a 13-3 record.
The New Orleans Saints have
become the new "Greatest Show on
Turf." Drew Brees has masterfully
distributed the ball. Opposing defenses
haven't found a way to stop them
because of the variety of weapons that
they possess. The passing game ranks
fourth overall and the running game
ranks fifth. The trio of Mike Bell, Pierre
Thomas, and Reggie Bush has run for
over 1,000 yards, and seven different
receivers have caught a touchdown
pass. Even the defense, which
hindered the Saints last year, is playing
better. The Saints will be in every game
this year because of their offense, but
expect them to be outgunned at least
once. My prediction is the Saints
lose week 14 when they travel to the
Georgia Dome to visit the Falcons. On
the bright side, I think they will
finish with a 14-2 record, which will
be good enough for the number one
seed in the NFC.
- Chris Crawford '10

JON RICHARD
S A L 0 N

yard backstroke event with a time
of 1:04.02, a third- place finish in the
200-yard backstroke, and a third-place
finish in the 200-yard medley relay
in just 1:57.57. Lamb then teamed up
with Caroline Caliri '12, Sam Schlich
'13, and Erin Nanna '13 to take the 200yard freestyle relay in 1:43.75, earning
the Friars 11 points. Action continued
as Alexis Fatigati '11 also had a good
showing for the Friars, scoring 15
points from three individual events,
including a first-place finish in the 500yard freestyle in just 5:29.40. To top
it off, Courtney Larcom '11 displayed
her skill in the 200-yard IM, taking the
event in a time of 2:21.26.
Lastly, the PC women's diving squad
continued their strong diving from last
week against Fairfield, posting a onetwo finish against three Rhode Island
upperclassmen. Arnie Fracker '13 and
Allie Black '13 came in first (213.60)
and second (207.75) respectively,
defeating all other swimmers by more
than 25 points.
"As a team, we are just not meeting
our goals for this year," said Lamb.
"Our new swimmers [and divers] have
really stepped us for us, but as a team
we just simply need to buckle down
and get that first win, and from then
on its one meet at a time."
Indeed, the Friars look to fulfill
their senior captain's wishes when
they travel to Smithfield, R.I., to square
off against yet another in-state rival
in Bryant University at 6:00 p.m. on
Friday, Nov. 13. Head Coach John
O'Neill is looking forward to the meet,
hoping his senior leadership will guide
the Friars to a key victory.
"The task on hand is simple," said
Head Coach John O'Neill. "We need to
go up to Smithfield (Bryant University)
and execute. Our freshmen have been
great for us so far this year and it's time
for our seniors to really show what
they can do. We all know what this
team is capable of and Friday we're
going to have to prove it."

The Men's and Women's Swimming
and Diving Teams traveled south to
Kingston, R.I., battling their in-state
There is seldom good reason to rival University of Rhode Island to a
make extreme predictions in the NFL, tough loss this past Saturday, Nov. 7.
because very often, by the season's The men's team (1-2) was defeated by
end, even the best of the best have a score of 146-125, while the women's
a way of showing that they, too, are team (0-2) fell 162-91.
human. Consider the 2007 Patriots or
Despite the loss, the men's team saw
the 2008 Giants, both of whom entered consistent performances from nearly all
postseason play with solid records of their swimmers. The Friars were led
and high expectations, but ended their by Eric Burtchell '11 and Colin Casciano
seasons without a Lombardi Trophy '12. Burtchell had three wins on the
(or even a conference title in the Giants' day, including a 500-yard freestyle
case) to show for their efforts.
triumph in which he beat the field by
Despite the precedent set by recent just under five seconds with a time of
NFL history, an extreme prediction is 4:59:43. Burtchell then teamed up with
warranted this season. Both the Colts Casciano, Mike Loftis TO, and Matt
and the Saints remain undefeated Green '12 to take the opening event for
after eight games. Both teams have the
the men, the 200-yard medley relay, in
luxury of being the top dogs in mediocre
just 1:41:93. Casciano further went on to
divisions; both have outscored their
opponents by wide margins; both are win the 100-yard breaststroke in a time
led by able field generals in Peyton of 1:03:81, giving the Friars nine points.
The men's diving team took
Manning and Drew Brees. I am with
their
second-straight win in head-toJohn Clayton that Indianapolis and
New Orleans will be playing for the head diving in the one-meter event.
Super Bowl come February. What's Newcomer Ben Kardian '13 had an
more: Indianapolis has the potential to I outstanding dive that scored 228.15
remain undefeated for the entirety of the points, which translated into a firstseason, and be the first team to record a place finish. Wrapping up the men's
spotless record since the 1972 Dolphins. performances, James Cebulski '11 earned
The only major test remaining for four more points for the Friars with his
the Colts is a date with the Patriots second-place dive of 224.85.
"As of right now everyone is
this Saturday at home. New England
traditionally has a difficult time playing competing," said Eric Burtchell '13. "We
in Indianapolis, and Manning & need to continue performing at the level
Co. have been unstoppable at Lucas we are now individually, and hopefully
Oil Stadium all season. On the flip our team performance will fall into place.
side, the Colts pass-rushers have the It's still early; [therefore] it's not too late to
potential to keep Tom Brady under string together a couple of wins."
Captain Carrie Lamb TO also had a
pressure and force him into some
difficult situations. Expect the Colts strong performance, pacing the women's
to emerge with the victory.
squad scoring with a team-leading 20
Interestingly enough, the Saints will overall points. Her performance was
square off against New England in i due to a second-place finish in the 100two weeks at home. The New Orleans
defense, in my estimation, is inferior
to the tenacity and stinginess that
mark the Indianapolis squad. Surely
the Saints' Will Smith and Charles
Grant can hold their own, but Dwight
Freeney (with 9.5 sacks) and Robert
Mathis (with 6.5 sacks) make the Colts'
front line that much more effective.
Expect the Saints to lose to New
England and to stumble from there.
It is unlikely, however, that they
will finish much worse than 14-2, so |
they will most certainly be the NFC
favorite in the postseason.
But for the high-power Indy offense
and their equally impressive defense,
a perfect season is well within reach.
The clincher: After Sunday, only two of
the Colts' seven remaining opponents
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
have records above .500.
Courtney Larcom *11 earned a win in the 200-yard IM in a blistering time of 2:21.26 against URI.
-John Butler '11

DANIELLE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME ALL NEW
FIRST-TIME CLIENTS WITH A SPECIAL PROMOTION!
THE SALON IS NOW OPEN ON SUNDAYS FOR THE FALL AND WINTER
FROM 11:00 TO 4:00 TO ACCOMODATE EVERYONE'S BUSY SCHEDULE
DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON.
PLEASE SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY WITH DANIELLE TO
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF HER SPECIAL FALL PROMOTIONS FOR FIRST-TIME CLIENTS.
WALK-INS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME
COLOR CUTS FOILS...
CERTIFIED KERATIN TREATMENTS
PROFESSIONAL MAKE-UP ARTIST CERTIFIED BY THE
NAPOLEON PERDIS MAKEUP ACADEMY

PC @ NIGHT

401-461-2700
966 PARK AVE., CRANSTON
(corner of Park & Reservoir)
www.jonrichardsalon.com
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Friars Skate to a Pair of Ties Against League Foes
by Al Daniel 'll
Sports Staff

Women’s Hockey
After Northeastern's Danielle Kenwatched her shootout bid trickle home
past a sprawling Genevieve Lacasse '12,
Providence College women's hockey
forward Alyse Ruff '11, summoned
as her team's seventh shooter, was
suddenly in limbo between potential
redemption and extended anguish.
Two nights prior, Ruff was in the
same must-score situation as the Friars
trailed Maine in another shootout and
was foiled by goaltender Brittany Ott.
Consequently, host Black Bears walked
off with the extra point while PC
settled for a 2-2 regulation tie.
And on Sunday, a delayed penalty
against Ruff was negated only because
Northeastern's Kristi Kehoe scored
before the Friars gained possession of
the puck. Kehoe's strike drew a 1-1 knot
with 10:03 to spare in regulation. If not
for that, the overtime and shootout
might never have happened.
Regardless,
Ruff recompensed
everything, slipping the puck directly
through the five-hole of celestial NU
stopper Florence Schelling.
"We're looking for difference
makers, game-breakers, playmakers
under pressure," said Head Coach
Bob Deraney. "And I don't think there's
any more pressure than when they
score and we have to score to keep it
going. Alyse made a great play with a
tremendous amount of confidence. I
think that epitomized it."
The shootout carried on for another
five scoreless rounds, and then another
game-breaker spontaneously emerged.
Christie Jensen '12, an established stay-

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Goalie Genevieve Lacasse ’12 made a combined 54 saves over two games this past weekend. For
her efforts, she was named Hockey East Co-Defensive Player of the Week.

at-home defender with zero goals and
Although technically penciled in
three assists in 44 career games to speak as a tie, which means an active threeof, stepped up as PC's 13th shooter for game tying streak and a winless run
her first one-on-one attempt ever taken of 0-3-4 since mid-October, Sunday's
outside of practice.
result nudged the shorthanded Friars
"I was really nervous," said Jensen. to a three-way tie for first place in
"I didn't really know what to think. Hockey East with Northeastern and
All I knew was that a lot of people had New Hampshire (nine points apiece).
gone ahead of me, so I decided to just
"With the roster that we have and
try my move and see if it went in."
the lineup we've been putting out there
Her move, just one or two strokes [two voids left by injury], I think it's
shy of the Charlie Conway triple- an unbelievable testament to our kids'
deke, ultimately had her lifting the willpower and commitment," said
puck and the spirits of Schneider Deraney. "Most nights we're going
Arena through the roof. She spooned out there with three lines and five
the biscuit over Schelling's trapper defenders and the other teams have
and into the upper right corner of the full complements. And yet we're still
net, granting Providence a 2-1 victory. finding a way to hang around and give

ourselves a chance to win. When we get
our bodies back and start matching the
opposition personnel-to-personnel, I'm
pretty excited about our chances."
Suddenly less inclined to plead
fatigue, the PC strike force combined
for 81 shots in 130 minutes played
on the weekend. The 38 they heaved
on Sunday gave Schelling, top in
the league in terms of goals-against
average and save percentage, her
biggest sweat so far this season.
Granted, they have scored no more
than two goals on any given night. But
Lacasse and her praetorian guards
are keeping perfect pace with the
opposition's prudent defense. In each
of their last four games, discounting
one empty netter, they have allowed
two goals or fewer.
"I have lots of confidence in my
teammates," said Lacasse, probably
the most heavily taxed member of the
team this season. "We have a really
[physically] fit team, and I think that
really comes into play. And if one
player makes a mistake, the next
person is there to back them up."
Though still unsettled as to when he
will dress the maximum allotment of
18 skaters, Deraney said that all four
of his rehabbing players Kate Bacon
'12, Jackie Duncan '10, Emily Groth
'13, and Jessie Vella '13 have been
cleared to go through regular practice.
Depending on their performances, as
many as two could see action in the
upcoming home-and-home set with
Boston University.
"But this [adversity] has allowed
us to really peak our conditioning,"
he said. "And for that, I think getting
these extra bodies in is just going to
allow us to pick up the tempo of our
game even more now."

Friars Get "Greedy" Against Stonehill
by Chris Torello '11
Sports Staff

Men’s Basketball
Jamine "Greedy" Peterson '11 had
not worn a basketball jersey in an
actual game since the Friars' Big East
Tournament loss to West Virginia,
58-53, back in March 2008. He had
played in 25 games as a true freshman
in the 2007-08 season and knew he
would have an influential future for
Providence College Men's Basketball.
However, before he could think about
preparing for his sophomore season
in Friartown, Tim Welsh, the man
who had recruited Peterson to play at
Providence, was out. In came Keno
Davis, who saw Peterson's potential,
but realized he would need a year
to fine-tune his skills and decided
that a red-shirt season could make a
world of difference.
"Coach knows what is best and I
know he did what he did to give me the
best opportunity to grow as a player,"
said Peterson. "I am very happy to
be back and I look forward to a great
season with my teammates."
Peterson, who sat out the Merrimack
game due to a sore knee, was in the
starting lineup for the Friars' final
exhibition game against Stonehill
College this past Saturday night at
the Dunkin' Donuts Center. Peterson
took the tip for the Friars and the team
played off his energy.
He scored the first basket for his
team and would finish with a double
double, scoring 20 points and grabbing
10 rebounds. He also added four
blocks to the stat sheet. Classmate

Marshon Brooks '11 led the way with
21 points on 9-13 shooting.
"I think we looked great on
offense and it was great seeing
Greedy [Peterson] out on the floor,"
said Brooks. "He looked excited to
be out there."
The duo combined to go 5-7 from
behind the three-point line.
While Peterson was the main focus
of the game, three freshmen guards
felt like stealing the show with their
speed. Duke Mondy, Vincent Council,
and Johnnie Lacy each saw significant
playing time and each displayed his
versatile skill sets.
"It felt good to be out there and all
three of us enjoy playing together," said
Mondy, who contributed 15 points in
the win on 3-5 shooting from behind
the arc. "I think we are all learning and
we just want to be good, but we need to
work hard in order to contribute."
The three have been dubbed "The
Fresh Princes of Providence" thanks
to the 91.3 FM WDOM's play-byplay crew. They help the Friars with
good ball movement and effective
pressure defense.
Although the Friars' offense is solid
they need to work on their defense.
There were occasional periods where
the Friars allowed a number of
uncontested jumpers. The lead was
never in doubt, but Brooks was adamant
about the need for better defense.
"We need to transition from the
full-court press to our man-to-man
defense," said Brooks as the Friars
unleashed their pressure defense for
much of the game. "We could go manto-man all game because we have great
athletes, but the transition is key. We
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Jamine "Greedy” Peterson ’12 put up 20 points and 10 rebounds in the Friars’ second exhibition
matchup against Stonehill on Saturday, Nov. 7, at the Dunk.

gave up a lot of open jumpers and we
need to correct these things in order to
compete against good teams."
The Friars will open the season by
hosting the World Vision Invitational
this Friday when they take on Bryant
University at 7:30 p.m. The Friars play
three straight days, Bucknell and
Mercer on Sunday at 2:30 p.m. Student

transportation to the Dunk begins an hour
before the game with busses departing
from behind Raymond Hall Cafeteria.
The Friar Ticket Office has
announced that there are now
$5 tickets for basketball games
available, as well as $99 season
ticket plans for both students and
non-students.
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Friars Remain Hot, Shock No. 8 UConn
Late Goal Helps Providence Advance to the Big East Semi-finals
by Chris Maiello '10
Sports Staff

Men’s Soccer
The Men's Soccer Team continued
their torrid pace last weekend
defeating the eighth ranked University
of Connecticut Huskies 1-0 in overtime
of the Big East Quarter-Finals. The
victory over UConn was the Friars
first against UConn in Storrs, Conn,
since 1984 and avenged a 4-0 loss to
UConn earlier this season. It was the
Friars' fourth consecutive win on the
road and fifth consecutive win overall,
pushing their record to 10-6-3. The win
earns the Friars a berth in the Big East
semi-finals on Friday Nov. 13.
The Friars played a nearly flawless
game, limiting the Huskies' opportunities
with lock-down defense.However, for
most of the game, UConn matched
PC's defensive intensity. Aside from
a few early opportunities, the Friars
were stifled by the UConn defense for
the most part. With the game knotted
up at 0-0, it looked as though the two
squads were headed for a shoot-out,
but once again, the Friars were in store
for some late-game heroics.
For the fourth straight game,
Providence made the big play in
crunch time to secure the win. The goal
came with 2:06 remaining in overtime
when John Raley '12 made a cross to
midfielder Matt Marcin '11. Marcin took
the ball and fired a shot to the far post
past a diving keeper to win the game.
It was Marcin's second game-winner of
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Matt Marcin ’11 has been unstoppable as of late for the Friars. He scored the overtime game winner
at UConn in the Big East Quarter-finals on Saturday, Nov. 7.

the week, having scored the decisive
goal in the Friars' opening-round
win against Villanova. The victory
continues the Friars' season by earning
them a spot in the Big East Semi-Finals
in Morgantown, W.V., against St. John's.
"It was a significant result,'' said
Head Coach Chaka Daly. "The win

Quest for the

HOW THEY GOT HERE EAST

was important because it was over a
great Connecticut team but for me it's
really just a process. We just wanted to
get in the Big East Tournament and try
to advance our season, we just need to
keep doing that. I told the guys to enjoy
the victory but to keep in mind that the
victory over UConn doesn't prolong

BIG

your season past the next game.".
Daley pointed to the team's strong
defense and timely scoring as the
source of their five game winning streak.
"We've defended better, only conceding
two goals in the last five games," said
Daly. "We've also scored some goals at
key points in the games."
No goals were timelier than the
pair of game-winners scored by
Marcin. His strikes against UConn
in overtime and at the close of
regulation against Villanova caused
to him to be named College Soccer
News National Player of the Week
for the week of Nov. 9.
Marcin's goals along with tough
mental resiliency have enabled the
Friars to excel in the closing minutes of
their matches down the stretch.
"Our personalities have been
tested and we've played tough teams
all year," said Daley. "We've run the
gambit all year, we've won dose,
we've lost close and we've taken our
lumps. All of that has enabled us to
have a relaxed intensity focused on
moving on."
The next test for the Friars is Friday
in Morgantown, W.V., when they
take on the Red Storm of St. John's at
3:00 p.m. in the semi-finals of the Big
East Tournament. The Friars and Red
Storm drew their only match of the
season back in late September. A win
for the Friars would put them into the
Finals and in contention for a bid to
the NCAA Tournament. With so much
on the line, the Friars are hitting their
stride at the perfect point of the season.

Championship

WHAT’S LEFT TO DO

conference

W, 2-1
After falling to Villanova 1-0 during the
regular season, the Friars bounced back with an
improbable win against the Wildcats in the first
round of the Big East Tournament. Trailing
1-0
with
just
10:59
remaining,
the Friars were
rescued when Marc Cintron
'13 found the back of the net to tie the score at 1-1. Then with just
2:45 left on the dock, Matt Marcin '11 ripped home a miracle goal to
give Providence the lead and ultimately the game, 2-1. Marcin's goal
came off a brilliantly played volley from 35 yards out.

W, 1-0 (OT)
UConn, which entered the match ranked
No. 8 in the country, dominated Providence
regular season play. In their only contest
of the season, they dismantled the Friars 4-0.
However, the Friars made the most of their second
go-around with the Huskies. The game played to a
0-0 defensive battle during regulation, but in overtime
Marcin once again proved to be the difference. Marcin
scored with just over two minutes remaining in overtime
off a cross by John Raley '12, to give Providence a 1-0 win over the
Huskies. The win over Connecticut gave PC its first win in Storrs, Conn., since
1984 and also propelled Providence to the Big East Semifinals.

Friday, Nov. 13—3:00 p.m.
The Friars will face off against perennial Big
in the semifinals.
East power St. John's
Earlier this season, St.
■ John's and Providence
played to a scoreless
draw on Sept. 27 in Providence,
R.I. St. John's enters the game as the
No. 2 seed from the Big East's red division
and has been hot of late. They are winners
of four straight games by a combined score of 9-1. The Red Storm
knocked Providence out of last year's tournament, so the Friars will be
seeking revenge come Friday.

Friday, Nov. 13—5:30 p.m.
The winner of the St. John's vs. Providence
matchup will take on the winner of Notre
Dame vs. Louisville for the Big East Confer
ence Championship. Providence came up
short against the Irish in regular season
play and has yet to face Louisville this sea
son. Louisville entered the tournament as
the No. 1 seed from the red division and
V
ranked No. 5 in the nation while Notre
Dame secured the No. 2 seed in the
blue division.
by Dan Ollquist '10
Sports Editor

